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PREFACE 

Magic, philosophy, science and theology combine in strange ways in 
the thinking of the last centuries of the Roman empire. For some time the 
study of these complexities had been one of my main interests. The ex­
ample of Firmicus Maternus was suggested to me by Professor Larissia 
Bonfante Warren of New York University. 

Firmicus seemed worthy of note for many reasons. He is almost alone 
as author of works produced both before and after an apparent conver­
sion to Christianity. He was a typical intellectual of his day, having a 
smattering of literary knowledge yet with a full-blown command of 
rhetorical devices; at the same time, in his earlier years he was a staunch 
devotee of individual astrology and rigid fatal determinism, which he 
combined with the more ordinary philosophical outlook of his period-a 
mystic blend of Stocisim and Neo-Platonism. He left a lengthy handbook 
detailing the astrological practices of his day, the only work which has 
come down to us in its entirety out of numerous astrological treatises 
written in the Hellenistic and Roman periods, ofwhich only fragments re­
main. Furthermore, this manual was important not only because it was 
the first effort of its kind in the Western world, but because it was the 
channel for astrological lore to the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. 
Finally, although much attention has been paid to the Christian writings 
of Firmicus, little study has been applied to his Mathesis outside of that by 
a handful of French and German scholars one or two generations ago. 

As a preliminary study ofFirmicus, it seemed useful to furnish a trans­
lation of the complete manual for the growing numbE:r of scholars outside 
the classical disciplines-researchers who work with social history and 
the history of ideas, as well as the historical backgrounds of astronomy, 
mathematics, and astrology. 

I am grateful to Professor Warren, not only for calling my attention to 
this book, but for her constant concern with the progress of the work. I am 
also grateful to Professor Oaireve Grandjouan for her encouragement, to 
Dr. Tamara Green, Mr. William Mayer, and Mrs. Eirene Christodoulou 
for their help in verifying and proofreading the text, and to Miss Marjorie 
Venit, who took great pains with the diagrams. Miss Serinity Young very 
kindly read the translation and checked it for modem astrological termi­
nology. To Miss Gretchen Oumpner, finally, my deepest thanks for her 
able deciphering and typing of the entire manuscript. 

Jean Rhys Bram 
New York, N.Y. Classics Department 
April, 1975 Hunter College 
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32 Ancient Astrology 

THE TWELVE SIGNS 

1. The circle of the zodiac21 in which the twelve signs22 are fixed and 
through which the five planets as well as the Sun and Moon direct their 
courses turns with a slantwise motion. 

2. The twelve signs themselves are called by these names: Aries, 
Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Cap­
ricorn, Aquarius, and Pisces. These signs are of different gender, some 
masculine, some feminine. The masculine are: Aries, Gemini, Leo, Libra, 
Sagittarius, Aquarius. The feminine: Taurus, Cancer, Virgo, Scorpio, 
Capricorn, Pisces. 

II 

'rHE SIGNS OF THE PLANETS23 

1. Of these twelve signs the Sun and Moon have been assigned one 
sign each; but the others, the five planets-that is, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, 
Venus, and Mercury-have two each, in which they alone have their 
power and their appointed home. 

2. The Egyptians do not name these planets as the Greeks or as we do, 
for the one we call Saturn the Egyptians call Faeno;24 the one  call 
Jupiter they call Faetho; Mars to us is Pyrois to them; the one called Venus 
by us if Fosforos to them; the one we call Mercury they call Stilbo. 

3. The house ofthe Sun is Leo, and in this sign he has his home and his 
power; and that of the Moon is Cancer. Note how fitting it is that while the 
Sun is the ruler ofa masculine sign the Moon rules a feminine one, so that 
'each claims a sign which is suited to its own sex. 

4. The other five planets have, as we have said above, two signs in = 
which they exercise their authority. But of these signs which each 
possesses one is masculine, the other feminine. We shall explain every­
thing in detail so that this may be more clearly understood. 

5. Saturn has as his signs Aquarius and Capricorn, of which Aquarius 
is masculine and Capricorn is feminine.Jupiter has as his signs Sagittarius 
and Pisces, and of these one is masculine, namely Sagittarius, but Pisces is 
feminine. Mars has as his signs Aries and Scorpio, of which Aries is 
masculine and Scorpio feminine. The signs of Venus are Taurus and 
Libra, ofwhich Libra is masculine and Taurus is feminine. Mercury has as 
his signs Gemini and Virgo, of which Gemini is masculine but Virgo is 
feminine. 

III 

EXALTATIONS AND FALLS OF THE PLANETS25 

1. We must know about exaltation and debility-that is, what is meant 
by the exaltation of each individual planet, in which it is raised up to a 
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40 Ancient Astrology 

eyes, restless, impulsive, passionate, lustful. It is the sign of Mars, in which 
the Sun is exalted in about the nineteenth degree, with Saturn in its fall 
around the nineteenth degree, aspected in trine to the Sun by day, by 
night to Jupiter. 

3. This sign is called equinoctial or solstitial because in it the hours of 
the day and night have equal measure, which the Greeks call tropicon 
isomerion (equinoctial tropic). For when the Sun is in Aries it makes the 
hours ofthe day and night equal, so that the day has twelve hours and the 
night also. This sign is called Crios30 by the Greeks for the reason that 
when the Sun is in this sign it judges, so to speak, between night and day, 
which in Greek is crinein (to judge); and because the Sun located in that 
sign, between summer and winter, is in turn judged. 

4. The sign is called tropical because when the Sun is located in that 
sign it makes the spring season, for spring begins when the Sun has 
entered the first degree of this sign [lacuna]31 

5. Pisces (the fishes) are a feminine sign, dual, damp, watery, double­
bodied, fertile, scaly, spotted, curved, silent, mutable; one fish turns to the 
South, the other to the North. They are the sign ofJupiter, in trine with 
Venus by day, with Mars by night, exalted with Venus about the 
twenty-seventh degree, in debility with Mercury about the fifteenth 
degree. This sign is under the influence of the north wind. 

XI 

THE RISINGS OF THE SIGNS32 

1. Now that we have discussed the genders and shapes of the signs and 
discussed their nature carefully,just as has been handed down to us by the 
learned Greeks, we must show in the following chapter after how many 
years each particular sign rises in the charts. 

2. All the planets attain their maximum power of prediction and 
exercise their particular force when the signs in which they are located are 
rising. But these rise at different times and days according to the regions 
of the earth's surface. What signs rise in which regions at what times we 
shall show in the following table. 

3. In the first region, in the area ofAlexandria, or in the second, in the 
area ofBabylonia, and in all other regions which lie near to these, the signs· 
rise in this period: 

Aries rises in the 20th year. 
Taurus " 24th 
Gemini " 28th 
Cancer II 32nd 
Leo II 36th 
Virgo II 40th 
Libra also II 40th 
Scorpio II 36th 
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IISagittarius II II� 32nd 
Capricorn� " II " 28th� 

IIAquarius II II� 24th 
II II�Pisces� " 20th 

4.� In the region which is near Rhodes and in other adjacent regions: 

Aries rises in the 19th year. 
II II II�Taurus� 23rd " 
II II�Gemini� " 27th 
II II�Cancer� 32nd " II� 

II II II�Leo� 36th " 
IIVirgo� II II� 40th " 
II IILibra also II� 40th 
II II II�Scorpio� 36th II� 

IISagittarius II� " 32nd 
IICapricorn " II� 27th " 

IIAquarius II� " 23rd 
II II II�Pisces� 19th 

5.� In the region of the Hellespoint and adjoining regions: 

Aries rises in the 17th year. 
II II�Taurus� " 22nd 

Gemini� II " " 27th� 
II IICancer� " 32nd II� 

II II II�Leo� 37th 
II II II�Virgo� 42nd II� 

IILibra also II II� 42nd 
IIScorpio� II II� 37th 
IISagittarius II II� 32nd 
IICapricorn II II� 27th 
II II II�Aquarius� 22nd II� 

IIPisces� II II� 17th " 

6.� In the region of Athens and the surrounding regions: 

Aries rises in the 18th year. 
II II II�Taurus� 23rd 
IIGemini� II II� 27th 
II II II� II�Cancer� 32nd 
II II�Leo� " 36th " 
IIVirgo� II II� 41st 
II II II�Libra also 41st 

Scorpio� II II�II 36th� 
IISagittarius II II� 32nd 
IICapricorn II II� 27th 
IIAquarius II II� 23rd 
II II�Pisces� " 18th II� 
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42� Ancient Astrology 

7.� In the vicinity of Ancona and surrounding regions: 

Aries rises in the 15th year. 
Taurus u u 21st 
Gemini u u 27th 
Cancer u u 32nd 
Leo u u 38th 
Virgo " " 44th 
Libra also 44th 
Scorpio u u 38th 
Sagittarius u u 32nd 
Capricorn u " 27th 
Aquarius " u 21st 
Pisces� u u 15th 

8.� In the zone of Rome and its surrounding regions: 

Aries rises in the 17th year. 
Taurus u u 22nd 
Gemini u u 27th 
Cancer u u 32nd 
Leo u u 37th 
Virgo u u 42nd 
Libra also u u 42nd 
Scorpio u u 37th 
Sagittarius u u 32nd 
Capricorn u u 27th 
Aquarius u u 22nd 
Pisces u u 17th 

9. These are the risings of the signs in which the individual planets are 
advanced to their greatest dignity. 

XII 

WHICH SIGNS ARE SUBJECT TO WHICH WINDS33 

It is appropriate for us to know which signs are subject to which 
winds, for this knowledge is very necessary to us in forecasting by the 
stars. To the north wind are subject the signs Aries, Leo, Sagittarius; to the 
south wind Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn; to theafeliotes (Greek, east wind­
"wind from the sun"), which we call the east wind, Gemini, Libra, 
Aquarius; to the south-west wind, which the  call1ibs,34 Cancer, 
Scorpio, Pisces. 

XIII 
THE DUODECATEMORIA35 

1. Now I shall briefly set forth what you want to know about the 
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50 Ancient Astrology 

begins at the 121 st degree from the ascendant and reaches the J50th. 
From this house is discovered the number of children and their sex. It is 
called Bona Fortuna because it is the house of Venus. This house also has 
a powerful aspect with the ascendant and sometimes the Medium Caelum is 
located in opposition to this house. The house is aspected very powerfully 
to the ascendant, namely, in trine. 

7. The sixth house is located in the sixth house from the ascendant at 
the 150th degree from the ascendant, and extends to the 180th. In this 
house we find the cause of physical infirmities and sickness. This house is 
called Mala Fortuna because it is the house of Mars. This is also a passive 
house because it is not aspected to the ascendant. But sometimes the 
unfavorable influence is removed from this house if a planet in this house 
is in favorable aspect to another planet in the tenth house from the 
ascendant. 

8. The seventh house, located in the seventh house from the ascen­
dant, begins at the 180th degree from the ascendant, reaches to the 210th, 
and stops there. Its beginning is located in the 180th degree. In this house 
is another cardinal point of the nativity. We call it descendant or setting 
but the Greeks, as we have said above, call it Dysis. This cardinal point is 
opposite the cardinal point of the ascendant. From this house we shall 
inquire as to the nature and number of marriages. But this hOlise is 
aspected most detrimentally to the ascendant for it is in opposition. 

9. The eighth house is located in the eighth house from the ascendant. 
It starts from the 210th degree, extends to the 240th, and stops there. 
This house is called Epicatafora. It is, however, a passive house, since it is 
not in aspect to the ascendant. From this house is discovered the kind of 
death. But it is necessary for us to know that no planet rejoices in this 
house except the Moon, and then only in nocturnal charts. If the waxing 
Moon is found in this house in a nocturnal chart, and if she is not in aspect 
to any unfavorable planets, and ifJupiter is in trine or sextile aspect to her 
in her own sign or in the sign of Venus or Mercury or Jupiter, or in the 
terms of any of these planets, this portends the greatest good fortune and 
riches beyond measure, great glory of material power and outstanding 
recognition in worldly position. 

10. The ninth house is located in the ninth sign from the ascendant. 
The length of this is from the 240th degree and it reaches to the 270th. It 
is also the house of the Sun God. In this house we find the social class of 
men. It also has to do with religion and foreign travel. This house is 
importantly aspected to the ascendant in trine aspect. 

11. The tenth house is located in the tenth sign from the ascendant. It 
begins from the 270th degree and reaches to the 300th, and stops there. 
This place is the first in importance and has the greatest influence ofall on 
the angles. This house we call the Medium Caelum, and the Greeks the 
Mesuranima, for it is located in the middle part of the universe. In this 
house we find life and vital spirit, all our actions, country, home, all our 
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I Liber Secundus 69 

 
 Sun and Moon and the other gods, through whom all earthly things are 

governed, should so educate his mind always that it be proved worthy by 
the attestation of all mankind. 

3. See that you give your responses publicly in a clear voice, so that 
nothing may be asked of you which is not allowed either to ask or to...

answer. 
I 

I 
4. Beware of replying to anyone asking about the condition of the 

Republic or the life of the Roman Emperor. For it is not right, nor is it 
permitted, that from wicked curiosity we learn anything about the 
condition of the Republic. But it is a wicked man and one worthy of all 
punishment who, when asked, gives a response about the destiny of the 
Emperor, because the astrologer is able neither to find out nor to say 
anything. You must know that even the haruspices, 47 as many times as they 

 

were asked by private citizens about the condition of the Emperor, andI- wanted to answer the one who consulted them, always disturbed the 
i entrails which were intended for this purpose by tampering with the 

arrangement of the veins and cartilages. 

I
 5. In fact no astrologer is able to find out anything true about the 

destiny of the Emperor. For the Emperor alone is not subject to the course 
of the stars and in his fate alone the stars have no power of decreeing. 
Since he is master of the whole universe, his destiny is governed by the 
judgment of the Highest God, since the whole world is subject to the 

.==- power of the Emperor and he himself is also considered among the 
 number of the gods whom the Supreme Power has set up to create and r-

conserve all things. 

6. This consideration also makes things difficult for the haruspices

I because, whatever divinity is invoked by them, since it is oflesser power, is 

i 
not able to explain the character of the greater power which is in the 
Emperor. For all free-born men, all classes, all the rich, all the nobles, all 
the officials, all powers serve him; endowed with divine authority and 
immortality he is numbered among the first ranks of the gods. 

7. Therefore, if anyone asks anything about the Emperor, I do not 
want you to disturb him with a harsh and stern answer, but convince him 

I
 with persuasive words that no one can discover anything about the life of 

the Emperor so that, warned by your arguments, he may put aside his 
madness and his wrong intention. Nor do I wish you to give a report, if 
anyone asks you anything wrong lest, after he has received the death 
sentence because of his forbidden desires, you should seem to have been 
the cause of his death. This is foreign to the purpose of a priest. 

8. Have a wife, a home, many sincere friends; be constantly available  
to the public; keep away from all quarrels; do not undertake any harmful 
business; do not at any time be tempted by an increase in income; keep 
away from all passion ofcruelty; never take pleasure in others' quarrels or 
capital sentences or fatal enmities. Employ peaceful moderation in all 

-�
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your dealings with other people; avoid plots; at all times shun distur­
bances .and violence. 

9. Bind your friends' loyalty to you with strong ties; be careful to keep 
your honesty uncorrupted in all your activities; never stain your self­
respect by becoming a false witnes.s. Never ask interest on money lest you 
accumulate an increase in income from the needs ofothers. Do not give or 
take an oath, especially ifit has to do with money, lest the divine protection 
of the gods appear to be asked by you for money. 

10. To erring men, especially those bound to you by ties offriendship, 
show the right road of life so that, trained in your principles, they will 
easily avoid the errors of life. Never be present at nocturnal sacrifices, 
whether they are held publicly or privately. Do not bring forecasts to 
anyone by stealth, but openly, as we have said before, and in the sight ofall 
exercise the discipline of this divine art. 

11. In drawing up the chart I do not wish you to show up the vices of 
men too clearly, but whenever you come to such a point, delay your 
responses with a certain modest reticence, lest you seem not only to 
explain but also to approve what the evil course ofthe stars decrees for the 
man. 

12. Keep away at all times from the enticements of the shows, lest 
anyone think you are a patron of this kind of thing. For the priest of the 
gods must be apart from low, base  

13. When you have equipped your mind with the characteristics and 
protections ofvirtue, approach with confident boldness ofmind this book 
as well as the following books which we have written on forecasting from 
the stars. But if your mind has strayed in any way from these principles 
which we have laid down about human character, see that that you do not 
approach the mysteries of this doctrine with a perverse instinct of 
curiosity or sacrilegious rashness. 

14. Do not entrust the secrets of this religion to the sinfuJ greed of 
men's minds; for one should not initiate souls of depraved men into the 
holy rituals. This divine science cannot at any time adhere to a mind 
captured and stained by wickedgreed, and it always sustains the greatest 
loss when it is defamed by improper intentions. 

15. Therefore be pure and chaste; and if you have separated yourself 
from all kinds of wicked activity which destroy the spirit; and ifthe desire 
for the right way oflife has freed you from any suspicion of crime, and if 
you conduct yourself as one mindful of the Divine Seed, approach this 
work and commit to memory the following books. In this way, having 
attained the true knowledge of this divine art, when you calculate the 
destinies of men and chart the course of their lives, you will be directed 
not only by your readings but also by the conclusions of your own 
reasoning. Thus your own divinely inspired ideas may be of more profit 
to you than the traditions of the written word. 





















































































112 Ancient Astrology 

living from accounts or records, business computations, or teaching, or 
from revenue of the gods. If another planet is found in the tenth house, 
the natives will get a wife only with difficulty; they will be oversexed and 
because of this incur a certain amount of scandal. 

9. If Mercury is found in a morning rising with Venus in this house in 
a nocturnal chart, 'the natives will sleep with slave women or widows or 
prostitutes and marry them. They will have servile occupations around 
water if no planet is found in the tenth house. But if a planet is found in 
the tenth house they will seek many things through their own efforts; for 
they will be travellers, salesmen, sea-captains, sailors, or goldsmiths. 

10. Mercury in an evening rising with Venus in this house makes the 
natives intelligent, talented, musicians or machinists, or dyers ofcolors, or 
merchants' of perfumes, jewels, or pearls. Some will be dealers in 
ointments or discoverers of medicinal drugs. They will often be workers 
in metal and will make great profit from this activity. 

11. Mercury and Venus together in the seventh house indicate hidden 
illnesses. They cause liver trouble, madness, melancholia, or diseases 
similar to these. The natives will always be strangers to the affection of 
their wives and be of ill repute in the last period of their lives. II

12. Great riches from women or wives are indicated by Mercury with 
Venus in the seventh house by night. Also great honors and good foriune, 
especially if Mars and Saturn are not in aspect in any way. If they are in 
aspect the prediction turns out to the contrary. 

13. Those who have Mercury with Venus in the eighth house in a 
diurnal chart are ineffectual and accomplish nothing. They will always 
suffer and be involved in troubles; weak in mind and body, they achieve 
matrimony only with difficulty; they will be sterile and have no children. 
They will die of convulsions, a flux, apoplexy, or madness. 

14. But if it is a nocturnal chart the natives will inherit a stranger's 
money or care for a stranger's property; they will be respectable, kind ·1 
fathers of families, they will receive many things from women or wives. 
Some will discover something which will bring them income. They will 
have a sudden death without pain or torment. 

15. If Mercury is in a morning rising with Venus in this house, the I
natives will know or teach many things or be discoverers who easily attain
 
their goals and who in process of time receive increase in possessions.
 

16. Those who have Mercury with Venus in the ninth house will marry, 1 
will have advancement to positions of power; they will seek a livelihood 
from some kind of temple duties. They will be priests or diviners or 
haruspices, astrologers, augurs, magicians, or those who explain omens. 

17. Public activities are indicated for the native who has Mercury and 
Venus in the tenth house. They will be honored by peoples and states but 
will incur ill repute from the behavior of their wives. In a morning rising, 
Mercury in this house with Venus will make musical composers, but 
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this indicates some kind of power and good fortune. If Mars and Saturn 
or one of the two is one the ascendant, this indicates serious misfortunes, 
serious accidents, illnesses, and afflictions for the native and his mother. 

13. The Moon in the twelfth house with nothing on the ascendant 
indicates loss of inheritance, miserable occupations, and journeys. In this 
house by night she will make the native unhappy, low-class or born from a 
low-class or slave family, always suffering, and occupied in wretched 
tasks. Their body or mouth is foul with horrible odor. They are often 
cheated and in danger and contract some kind of illness from travel. 

14. Look carefully at the duodecatemorion of the Moon and its terms. 
For whatever is concealed in the chart in the general combination of the 
planets is made obvious in the duodecatemorion and its terms. If you wish 
to set forth the whole essence of the forecast from the duodecatemorion 
you will not be deceived. The Babylonians attribute all the forecast to the 
duodecatemorion; but Ptolemy to the antiscia, and we to both. 

XIV 

THE MOON IN THE PART OF FORTUNE 

1. If the Moon is found in the Part of Fortune57 and moving toward 
Jupiter or together with him, this indicates leadership, governorship, 
fame, and good fortune. IfVenus is in the Part of Fortune or the Moon is 
moving toward Venus, the natives will have grace and charm. 

2. But if the waxing Moon in the Part of Fortune is moving toward 
Mercury or is together with him, she makes the natives fortunate, 
powerful, very intelligent. Through their good fortune and intelligence 
they attain honors and position, fame and large possessions. But if the 
waning Moon is moving toward Mercury in the Part of Fortune or is with 
him, illness, afflictions, and ill fortune are indicated. 

3. If the Moon is in the Part of Fortune in a daytime chart and is 
moving toward Mars or is with him, the natives are suffering and 
wretched, seeking their livelihood from fire, iron, or some hard material. 
If this happens in a nocturnal chart the indication is for military power 
and leadership in war. Also it indicates athletes, according to the nature of 
the signs. They will be in charge of others because of their courage. 

4. If the waxing Moon in the Part of Fortune is moving toward Saturn 
or is with him, this diminishes paternal and maternal inheritance. The 
mother is either a widow, or afflicted with illness, or destined to die an evil 
death. The natives themselves are miserable and hard-worked in early 
life, but fortunate at a later age. 

5. If the waxing Moon is moving toward Saturn by day or is with him, 
the native will be orphaned by death of parents and forced to waste his 
inheritance, but in the course of time he receives good fortune and 
prosperity. A waning Moon in the Part of Fortune by night indicates the 
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same thing, but ifby day the waning Moon is moving toward Saturn or is 
with him, the prediction is for sickness, affliction, misfortune, proscrip­
tion, and evil death. 

6. But if the Part of Fortune is found in the tenth house, that is, on the 
MC, or in the eleventh in which the MC is often found; and if the waxing 
Moon is there, moving toward Saturn or with him; and if the Sun is on the 
ascendant, this will make the natives fortunate, blessed, noble, with the 
greatest power. But it also indicates afflictions and illness. 

7. If the Sun is not on the ascendant but the Moon is with Saturn or 
moving toward him, this indicates the same as above. But if the waxing 
Moon is moving toward the Sun or is with him, this indicates powerful 
leaders and judges. IfJupiter is in aspect in any way the prediction is for 
imperial power. 

8. If the waning Moon in the Part of Fortune is moving toward the Sun 
or is with him, the natives will be ofhumble position early in life and easily 
cheated. But in the course of time they achieve fame, wealth, and very 
high position. 

9. Whenever the Moon is found in the same degree with the Sun in the 
Part of Fortune or in other houses or signs in conjunction with the Sun, 
and does not free herself from association with the Sun, she involves the 
native early in life in dangerous and low-class occupations; but in the 
course of time, after serious losses, she predicts the possibility of winning 
wealth. 

10. In all charts you must first observe the course ofthe Moon; not only 
on the first day on which the native begins the first steps of life, but with 
care the third day; notice what planet the Moon attaches herself to and 
with what aspect; toward whom and from whom she is moving. For on the 
third day the new-born infant absorbs his first nourishment. Thus, on the 
third day one must observe whether the Moon is diminished or full of 
light, and to what extent benefic and malefic planets are in aspect. For the ,, 

i ; 
third day, like the first, determines everything and in the same way. If this i!

I I 

information is carefully collected we will never be confused or disturbed ,,-I,: 
in explaining the fates of men. If anything seems to have been left out in 1i 

1ithis explanation we shall discuss it in our fourth book. jl
II 
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Liber Quartus 

PROEMIUM 

I. Those like myself who work up legal defenses become involved in 
quarrelsome contests and, so to speak, dog-eat-dog confrontations. From 
these pursuits I have gained nothing day after day but an accumulation of 
risks and an enormous burden of ill-will. For I have constantly found 
myself opposing aggressive characters-either those who delight in 
pointless mischief, or who exploit strangers from motives of greed, or 
who terrify miserable men with fear of the courts. In this profession I 
could only rely on my steadfast faith in the right, but I earned only 
malevolent envy and stormy perils. 

2. Therefore I have deserted the law to avoid being enmeshed in ever 
increasing plots and dangers. Struggling as I was for the welfare of 
strangers, and despising profit from my legal efforts, my adversaries 
raged against me without respite and pursued me with bitter hostility. 
Meanwhile I was resisting with no other means than the uncorrupted and 
faithful defenses I was preparing for my suffering and troubled clients. 

3. Thus 1 am now set at leisure from legal contests, have put off the 
snares of treacherous enemies, and given up the occupation ofstealing, or 
rather of banditry. Freed from all care, my mind purged of the vices 
which I acquired from contact with evil men, separated in every way from 
earthly experience, I have engaged in writing these books for you, 
Lollianus, so that I may apply myself to heavenly and divine thoughts. 

4. In the first place, in this book will be explained what we promised at 
the end of the third, that is, all the shapes and appearances of the 
Moon-her aspects, her defluxions, and whatever pertains to her power. 
Also we shall discuss the Part ofFortune and that ofthe Daemon, the ruler 
ofthe chart, which the Greeks calloecosdespotes (master of the house), and I 
shall explain the effects of all of these. I shall also show the meaning of full 
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of evil death, especially if the Moon is found on important places of the 
chart, that is, if she is in aspect to the ascendant. 

III 

THE MOON AND JUPITER 

1. If the waxing Moon is in aspect to Jupiter or is moving toward him, 
the natives will be fortunate, famous, and rich; masters of many great 
estates and wide possessions. They predict the future either through their 
own divine gifts, through messages from the gods, from oracles, or skill in 
an ancient art. If, however, Mars is in opposition or square aspect to this 
combination, these predictions will be lessened and great danger to life is 
predicted. 

2. But if the waning Moon is in aspect to Jupiter, the natives will be 
adopted; or exposed, and later returned to their parents. They seek 
income by their own efforts, and over a period of time receive advance­
ment and achieve power and fame. These things only come about if 
Mars is not in opposition or square aspect to the Moon, either waxing or 
waning. 

3. But if Mars is in aspect, the natives will be exposed and be oppressed 
by perpetual slavery or will be born of a slave or a sickly mother. Or they 
themselves will be afflicted in some part of the body and oppressed by 
weight ofmisfortune, especially ifMars is in aspect in a daytime, or Saturn 
in a nighttime, chart; but if Saturn, then the Moon must be waning. 

IV 

THE MOON AND MARS 

1. If the waxing Moon is in aspect to Mars or is moving toward him in a 
nocturnal chart, the natives are impetuous and violent, often inyolved in 
dangers, but liable to be cheated in various ways; their life is devoted to the 
greatest dangers but they are successful and efficient. They are given to a 
military life or athletic competitions, especially if they have the Moon and 
Mars in important houses. Nevertheless they will be afflicted and suffer­
ing. Their mothers are either sickly or destined for a violent death. 

2. If it is a diurnal chart and the Moon is in aspect to Mars in this way, 
some part ofthe body will be amputated. Some have trouble with the eyes; 
others have afflictions of the stomach; or they are short-lived and suffer a 
violent death. But all these predictions come about according to the 
nature of individual signs; and according to the different situations of the 
angles, and the anaforas of the angles, and according to those signs which 
we have said are alien (not in aspect) to the ascendant. 

3. For in the signs which are alien to the ascendant, that is, in the sixth 
or twelfth, if the waxing Moon is in aspect to Mars, the inheritance is 
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I decreased; the parents separated; or the parents are killed and the native 
becomes an orphan and is oppressed with misery. Some have the body cut 
with a sword; others suffer such wounds that they can only be cauterized 
by fire. They practice occupations which have to do with iron and fire. 
Some become soldiers, held in continual military service. Ifthe Moon in 
the eleventh, second, eighth house, or on the ascendant is carried toward 
Mars by day, she indicates pains in the side, a short life, and a violent 
death. 

4. But ifit is a nocturnal chart and the Moon is moving toward Mars in 
the houses we listed, the natives will be great, fearsome, and powerful, 
conquering important states; especially if the Moon is found on the first 
angles. 

5. But if she is found in important houses by day, paternal inheritance 
is wasted and the parents themselves are afflicted and suffer violent 
death. The natives will be public craftsmen or soldiers but suffering 
illnesses and afflictions, often great peril, and violent death. 

V 

THE MOON AND THE SUN 

1. If the Moon is moving toward the Sun and is in any kind ofaspect to 
him, the natives will be miserable and unfortunate, victims ofdangers and 
every kind ofdemotion. Sometimes they will be spastics or contorted with 
afflictions and illnesses; others will be epileptics, deprived of reason, or 
msane. 

VI 

THE MOON AND VENUS 

1. If the waxing Moon is moving toward Venus or coming into aspect 
with her, the parents will be noble, raised up to the highest power. But the 
natives will be separated from parents and suffer as wretched orphans. 
They will, however, attain high position, be well-known, successful in all 
their activities, and easily attain their goals. They are handsome and 
charming and attain the highest position, but all over a period of time. 

2. But if the waning Moon is moving toward Venus, she indicates high 
position, greatest honors, and trappings of great power. The parents 
bestow great fortune on the natives from an early age. But they will be 
constant objects of scandal. 

3. The Moon moving toward Venus in any of her shapes always 
indicates extraordinary sexual vices and constant scandal. The natives are 
unchaste and impure, always burning with immoderate desire for wo­
men's love; often incestuous desire drives them to immoral connections. 
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Jupiter is in trine aspect to her or the waning Moon is moving toward her. 
In that case she has such power that the native may be compared to kings 
or emperors. 

5. Then she predicts gold crowns and consular robes or proconsular 
powers; she will make-according to the measurement of the chart­
rulers of the games or governors of Asia, high priests of the provinces, 
always honorable and famous throughout the world, pleasing, amiable, 
handsome, just; everything they wish turns out well, and much good 
fortune comes to them from women or wives. 

6. But ifVenus is in alien houses or terms, she indicates honorable and 
civilized skills: she produces goldsmiths, gold-platers, workers in gold 
leaf, silver-smiths, musicians, organists, or painters. But if she is found in 
dejected houses, she will make inn-keepers, tavern keepers, cooks, 
perfumers, makers of wreaths for festivals and sacred occasions, and 
things needed for pleasure. 

7. In general, benefic planets in conjunction with, or in trine aspect to, 
the giver of professions indicate fame, nobility, and great opportunities 
for good fortune. The amount of good fortune is in direct proportion to 
the number of benefic planets. 

8. If there are no benefic planets in aspect, the prediction is for a low 
position in life, subordinate occupations, laborious work, and constant ill 
repute. But if malefic and benefic planets are equally in aspect, then both 
sides do what they can in proportion to their nature. Those whose aspect 
is stronger will have the greater influence. 

9. IfMercury determines occupations and is in favorable houses-just 
as we said in the case of Venus and Mars-and in his own house, terms or 
exaltation, he determines everything according to his nature. He makes 
either kings, judges or royal account-keepers, or teachers ofemperors, or 
similar occupations according to the nature and power of the signs and 
the aspects. He also makes orators, chief physicians, astrologers, as­
tronomers, haruspices -all according to the power of the signs. 

10. In fixed signs he produces important judges or record keepers; in 
tropical signs he indicates occupations having to do with translation and 
money-changing; in equinoctial signs, public officials; in double signs he 
makes the natives intelligent, talented inventors, astronomers, and the 
like. 

11. In general we must remember that when Mercury determines the 
occupations, and there is a benefic planet in aspect, this will result in great 
fame and fortune and authority. A malefic planet in aspect indicates a 
wretched life and bad reputation. The nature of the planets in aspect 
makes a great difference in these predictions. 

12. If Mars is in aspect he makes bold, adventurous leaders, quick and 
active, easily deceived, but never in the power of another. Saturn 
produces characters who are gentle, tall, silent, proud, who do everything 
with dissimulation. You must look for this kind of thing with the two other 
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planets so that you can form a true forecast from all the data. Thus you 
will delineate the characters of men just as in painting so that all the traits 
of the body and the hidden effects of personality can be discovered. 

XXII 

EMPTY AND FULL HOUSES69 

1. I am now about to explain fearful secrets which the revered ancients 
left wrapped in obscurity so that they should not come to the ears of the 
profane. Give this your full attention, with a calm mind, so that you may 
understand easily what I am about to say. 

2. We said in the book of principles that each sign has three decans. 
These decans have great divine power and by themselves determine all 
good and bad fortune. Nechepso, the most just emperor of Egypt and a 
truly good astrologer, by means of the decans predicted all illnesses and 
afflictions; he knew which decan produced which illness and which 
decans were stronger than others. From their different nature and power 
he discovered the cure for all illnesses, because one nature is often 
overcome by another, and one god by another. 

3. There are 36 decans in the whole circle of the zodiac and they are 
divided among the twelve gods, that is, the twelve signs. There are three 
decans to every sign, but their power does not extend to all 30 degrees of 
each sign. In every sign decans possess certain degrees and not others. 
Those they possess are called "full"; those where they have no power, 
"empty." 

4. Those natives who have in their chart the Sun, Moon, and all five 
planets in full degrees will be elevated like gods with the protection of the 
greatest majesty. But it is never possible in human charts to have the 
ascendant, the Sun and Moon, and five planets in full degrees. Those who 
have one planet in full degrees will be mediocre; those who have two will 
approach a certain amount of good fortune; three, good fortune beyond 
the ordinary; with four they reach royal happiness. Beyond that it is not 
possible for hump,n charts. But those who have neither the ascendant nor 
any planet in full degrees will be always wretched, destitute paupers 
involved in every kind of ill fortune. 

5. Thus you must diligently observe this possibility in all houses and all 
planets. Ifthe ascendant is in full degrees, the natives will be very strong in 
vitality, courage, animal spirits, type of body, and power of authority. 
Those who have the ascendant in empty degrees are small of body, 
depressed in mind, weak in bodily strength, always subservient, serving 
more powerful men, and lose the initiative in all business affairs. 

6. In a similar way the Me in empty degrees predicts lack of success, 
but in full degrees indicates everything strong and valid which the house 
is accustomed to predict. The same is true ofthe Part ofFortune, the ruler 
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of the chart, and the one who determines occupations. For all these, even 
though located in favorable houses, if not in full degrees lose their power. 
But if they are in full degrees they more firmly guarantee everything they 
promise. 

7. I shall explain the ftill and empty degrees so that the secrets of that 
theory may not be open to criticism. I shall include the names of the 
decans in order, beginning with Aries, so that you may know everything 
we promised. The full degrees are those in which you will find the names 
of the decans. 

8. LAries. In this sign there are twelve full and 18 empty degrees, as 
follows: 

I locus, degrees 
II locus, degrees 

III locus, degrees 
IV locus, degrees 
V locus, degrees 

VI locus, degrees 

III, empty 
V, Senator 

IX, empty 
IV, Senacher 
V, empty 

IV, Sentacher 

i 
! 

,I
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9. II. Taurus. Taurus has 20 full and ten empty degrees as follows: 

I locus, degrees III, empty 
II locus, degrees VII, Suo 

III locus, degrees II, empty 
IV locus, degrees VIII, Aryo 
V locus, degrees V, empty 

VI locus, degrees V, Romanae 

10. III. Gemini. There are in Gemini 18 full and twelve empty 
degrees: 

I locus, degrees VII, Thesogar 
II locus, degrees II, empty 

III  degrees V, Ver 
1 

i
IV locus, degrees III, empty i 
V locus, degrees VI, Tepis 

 

VI locus, degrees VII, empty I11. IV. Cancer. Cancer has 19 full and eleven empty degrees: 

I locus, degrees VII, empty 
II locus, degrees VI, Sothis 

III locus, degrees II, empty I
IV locus, degrees IV, Sith Ii 

ii
V locus, degrees II, empty -I 

!!VI locus, degrees IX, Thiumis I
VII locus, degrees I, empty I
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12. V.Leo. In the sign of Leo there are 21 full and nine empty 
degrees: 

I locus, degrees VII, Craumonis 
II locus, degrees IV, empty (3 a 'I 

III locus, degrees III, Sic  
IV locus, degrees VI, empty 
V locus, degrees X, Futile 

13. VI. Virgo. Virgo has 14 full and 16 empty degrees: 

I locus, degrees V, empty 
II locus, degrees V, Thumis 

III locus, degrees II, empty 
IV locus, degrees VI, Tophicus 
V locus, degrees VI, empty 

VI locus, degrees IV, Afut 
VII locus, degrees III, empty 

14. VII. Libra. In the sign of Libra there are 19 full and twelve empty 
degrees: 

I locus, degrees V, Seuichut 
II locus, degrees VI, empty 

III locus, degrees VIII, Sepisent 
IV locus, degrees III, empty 
V locus, degrees VI, Senta 

VI locus, degrees III, empty 

15. VIII. Scorpio. In the sign of Scorpio there are 16 full and 14 empty 
degrees: 

I locus, degrees lII, empty 
II locus, degrees V, Sentacer 

III locus, degrees VI, empty 
IV locus, degrees VI, Tepisen 
V locus, degrees II, empty 

 
VI locus, degrees V, Sentineu 

I- VII locus, degrees III, empty
f 
l 
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16. IX. Sagittarius. In the sign of Sagittarius there are 23 full and 
seven empty degrees: 

I locus, degrees IX, Eregbuo 
II locus, degrees III, empty 

III locus, degrees VII, Sagon 
IV locus, degrees IV, empty 
V locus, degrees VII, Chenene 
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17. X. Capricorn. In the sign of Capricorn there are 13 full and 17 
empty degrees: 

I locus, degrees VII, empty 
II locus, degrees III, Themeso 

III locus, degrees V, empty 
IV locus, degrees IV, Epiemu 
V locus, degrees V, empty 

VI locus, degrees VI, Ornot 

18. XI. Aquarius. Aquarius has 19 full and eleven empty degrees: 

I locus, degrees IV, empty 
II locus, degrees V, Oro 

III locus, degrees IV, empty 
IV locus, degrees VI, Cratero 
V locus, degrees III, empty 

VI locus, degrees VIII, Tepis 

19. XII. Pisces. In the sign of Pisces there are 13 full and 17 empty 
degrees: 

I locus, degrees VI, empty 
II locus, degrees VI, Acha 

III locus, degrees III, empty 
IV locus, degrees V, Tepibui 
V locus, degrees VI, empty 

VI locus, degrees II, Uiu 
VII locus, degrees II, empty 

20. That most true and immutable theory the ancients left wrapped in 
obscurity so that it should not come to the notice of everyone. The great 
Petosiris touched on it only lightly; not that he was not familiar with it (for 
he had arrived at all hidden secrets), but he did not want to divulge it lest 
his work should lose its divine character. Therefore, when you have 
collected all your data, look carefully at the individual planets and houses 
and note which of them are in empty degrees. For only then will you be 
able to explain the whole forecast. 

XXIII 

[MASCUUNE AND FEMININE DEGREES] 

1. Now I shall explain masculine and feminine degrees. We must 
know which degrees in all signs are masculine or feminine. From these 
degrees it is discovered whether it is a masculine or feminine chart. There 
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everything easily, happy, learned, elegant, lovers of music. With their gift 
oforatory, they are able to persuade the multitude to whatever they wish. 
Or they may be well-known poets. All these obtain good fortune from 
others' mischance. But if the Moon is in the terms of Mercury with the 
ascendant, in a daytime chart, this will produce artisans with outstanding 
skills. In a nocturnal chart she indicates facility in all the arts; the natives 
will be clever, knowledgeable, and chosen for all kinds of occupations. 
They are .often traveling merchants or, for various reasons, move from 
place to place. They never show their feeling and despise all outward 
show of grief. 

III 

[SATURN IN DIFFERENT SIGNS] 

1. We have described in detail what the ascendant indicates; now we 
shall explain what is signified by the planets located in individual signs. I 
shall discuss this in detail so that a malicious reader may not be able to say 
to you that we have left anything out. 

2. Saturn in Aries in any chart indicates evil and unfortunate events in 
early life, and hindrance to all activities. Also, by the time Saturn has 
finished his first orbit, that is 30 years, the native will have lost all or most 
of his paternal and maternal inheritance. But in the course of time 
another inheritance will be bestowed on him. 

3. These natives will be sluggish; they will meet serious dangers every 
seventh or ninth year and be overwhelmed by them, unless they are freed 
by the influence of a benefic planet, and if Saturn himself is ruler of the 
chart. They will quarrel in early life with wives; their wives are not virgins 
and are separated from them either by discord or death. Saturn in this 
position gives a wife late in life, a widow, or one seduced by another, or 
with children by another husband, or an object of scandal. Saturn allots a 
wife when he has finished his first orbit, or when he is in square aspect to 
the Moon, or when the Sun is in trine to him from Leo or Sagittarius. If 
Saturn allots a wife under these circumstances, she will be obedient to her 
husband and live with him in affection to the end of his life. 

4. Under these same circumstances there will be offspring, and they 
will be prosperous ifJupiter is in aspect to the Moon in any way. If he is 
not, the native either never has children or loses them. When Saturn has 
again returned to Aries he indicates serious dangers and sharp hostility 
between brothers. 

5. Those who have Saturn in Taurus obtain everything through their 
own efforts; but whatever they accumulate in early age will later diminish. 
In early life they are oppressed with various injustices, are subject to 
others and from necessity fawn upon powerful men. They will be needy in 
early life and also suffer from infected wounds; they will recover from 
long illnesses and live a long life. 
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for their protection on lesser men, and are often thrown into custody. 
They will grow their hair long (in mourning) because of some trouble in 
friendship or some kind ofloss by death. But after they have been shaken 
by various crises, they will find increase and good fortune and achieve 
both praise and possessions and an unexpected inheritance. Then they 
acquire riches and control of very large estates. 

13. Those who have Saturn in Cancer are involved in seditions, 
lawsuits, and reverses; they lose their paternal and maternal inheritances, 
but through their own efforts acquire great possessions. Their life is such 
that they always gain and lose again. They will face dangers or illnesses 
every seventh or ninth year until they are 23. 

14. Up to that age they will be worn outby enormous perils. Butifin the 
time of danger a benefic planet is ruler of time, or (well-located) is in 
favorable aspect to Saturn or to the ruler of the chart, the threat ofdanger 
is lessened. But even in this case there will still be deaths of parents or 
brothers, or losses from lawsuits; but the native himself will be freed from 
all physical danger. When Saturn is in his own houses, he indicates losses, 
storms, dangers, illnesses, constant lawsuits. In opposition to his own 
houses he predicts the same things. 

15. But when Saturn is in Gemini he will disturb the native with a 
continuation of evils until he crosses to Cancer. When he comes to the 
tropical degrees of Cancer he indicates loss of inheritance and sets the 
native in such poverty that he must be maintained by a stranger's 
kindness. Also riots, revolutions, and various crises are indicated. But 
when Saturn has crossed the tropic degrees of Cancer, the aforesaid evils 
will be lulled to sleep and the native will be freed from anxieties and 
dangers. 

16. The first marriage will not last nor will there be a successful 
outcome to the first marriage contract. For in early youth the native will 
marry a woman of low class or degenerate in some way, but afterwards will 
sensibly separate from her. But if Saturn in this sign either has the Moon 
with him or is aspected to her, he will deny children, or the children will be 
deformed by some blemish of color, be dark-colored with abundance of 
black bile, or suffer other bilious difficulties. They will be despaired of in 
their illness and will recover only with difficulty. 

17. The nativeswho have Saturn in Cancer will be straight-forward, 
kind, merciful, helpful to strangers in trouble, gaining a livelihood from 
managing foreign investments. They will be fathers of foreign children; 
will have hidden afflictions, but will be endowed with such high office that 
they will seem to be masters of their brothers. They will be wealthy and 
always lead their lives in prosperity; known to powerful men; never in any 
servile occupations; ofgood and respectable character; but sluggish in all 
occupations and unwilling to be involved in public affairs. 

18. Those who have Saturn in Leo will be objects of continual ill will. 
They will be strong in their early years; sometimes destined for famous 
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and glorious deeds from which they will gain great good fortune. 
Sometimes they will be removed from these occupations and even from all 
administration. They either receive nothing from parents, or lose what 
they get. In early youth they will be sluggish and endure hidden pains in 
the body. They will be involved in a variety of occupations. 

19. They will never be able to marry virgins, but if they gain such wives 
through violence they will be separated from them. It will be useful for 
them to take wives who already have children. But as long as Saturn is 
finishing his first orbit they will have neither marriage, inheritance nor 
glory. Whatever they acquired before this time they, inheritance nor 
glory. Whatever they acquired before this time they lose. Saturn in this 
house indicates two wives. Those whom they know outside ofthis number 
they will either reject or get rid of. 

20. But they will have grief from accidents to children, and if the Moon 
is either with Saturn or moving toward him they will get children with 
difficulty. Whenever Saturn enters tropical signs, he indicates difficulties. 
The same is true in Pisces and in Gemini. In other signs he indicates great 
fame; but in occupations and life there are many changes. The natives will 
sail great seas and rivers, make their way through deserts; they will dare 
what their parents never dared and accomplish it in the easiest way. 

21. They will have many brothers either from another mother or 
another father, but they will be superior to all relatives and attain high 
office. They will be most prudent, benevolent but quick-tempered, of 
good counsel, upright, faithful, friends ofmany but hostile to foreigners; 
responsible in all dealings, putting their greatest effort into their work. 
They will have a scar on some part of the body and will frequently lose 
their high position and fall from the highest step to the lowest. 

22. Income is acquired from a stranger's generosity, so large that they 
will be able to assuage the difficulties of others. They will be defenders of 
freemen and always protect the possessions ofpeople in trouble. When all 
these things have been accomplished they will die after a long life and 
their spirit will be summoned to heaven by the gods. When Saturn is 
located in Leo he recalls to the sky- to their place of origin -the souls of 
those who have him thus in their charts. 

23. Those who have Saturn in Virgo will suffer illnesses and difficulties 
in early life, but will be involved in more serious evils when Saturn makes a 
transit to Capricorn or to Taurus, or when he enters double signs. In these 
signs he indicates riots, losses, anxieties, griefs, sudden dangers and 
destruction. But when he is passing through other signs he indicates good 
deeds and occupations, fame and increase in income; or at least the 
natives will be freed from difficulties, toil and danger and get rest. That 
period of time will be considered jdyful and glorious. 

24. When, in the chart, Saturn comes into the sign ofVirgo he indicates 
no good fortune. The natives will have more from their own efforts than 
from their parents; they will be sometimes in low positions and sometimes 
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in high. They will be constantly moved around from one place and from 
one business to another. Whatever they gain at first will be lost; but when 
lost it will be regained; but they will lose it again and never be able to attain 
the income they seek. 

25. There will be trouble in connection with women in early life. Wives 
allotted in early life will not stay with them; the legal wives they take later 
will not agree with them and they will not have a happy life with them. 
They will not have virgins for wives, but women seduced by others, or who 
have already had children. But if they marry virgins, they quickly separate 
from them. They do not remain with one woman, but finally marry in the 
lower classes, and these wives they cherish with faithful affection. 

26. They will be learned and wise, engaged in many activities, seeking 
many things. Whenever they attain any of these they will waste the 
substance of their possessions. They will sustain many losses on behalf of 
others, but will be deceitful even in these affairs. They will be involved in 
popular pursuits, known to all and familiar to all. If Saturn is located on 
an angle or in important houses, they will mourn for children, and waste 
their inheritance. Some are allotted relatives for wives. 

27. They will have afflictions and pains in important places of the body. 
IfSaturn himself is the ruler of time, dividing the time among the other 
planets, this indicates anxieties, injuries andjourneys, butjourneys which 
are unnecessary and difficult involving such dangers that they approach 
the state of crises. Some will encounter dangers from high places or 
precipices, or from wild beasts or quadrupeds, or from water; or they will 
see before their eyes such danger of death that they will think themselves 
reborn. 

28. They will come to the attention of great and powerful men, and 
when they have been accepted by them will be freed by their help, and 
raised to great prosperity. They will be long-lived and achieve good 
fortune late in life. But they will only acquire possessions if Saturn is not 
ruler of the chart. 

29. Those who have Saturn in Libra, aspected to benefic planets will 
have great resources. But if Saturn is bare of favorable influence they will 
have no livelihood; also they will lose whatever they inherit from parents. 
IfSaturn is unfavorably aspected by a malefic planet, this indicates serious 
crises together with the aforesaid evils. If it is a seventh or ninth year, the 
dangers will be so much worse that they can escape them only with 
difficulty. 

30. They will have such ill fortune and poverty that they will seek their 
daily bread from others. But if a benefic planet is in favorable position at 
the exact time the danger threatens, they will be released from all bad 
fortune. Still, whatever they accumulate in early age they lose, especially 
when Saturn has entered the sign of Cancer. For then they will suffer 
trouble, losses, accusations, illnesses, and prison. 

31. When Saturn is found in a right square aspect, but also when he has 
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entered the first angles, then he indicates all kinds of bad fortune; 
proscriptions, loss ofinheritance, beggary, grief to parents from accidents 
of children, poverty, anxieties, accusations, law suits. He indicates the 
same things when he has again entered his own house. 

32. Saturn indicates the same in the charts of women. They will be 
intelligent, reserved, of good counsel, prudent, anxious for great learn­
ing, commanding, famous, glorious, involved in important affairs, in 
friendship with important men, holding high position in great states. 
They are quarrelsome, not easily deceived or cheated, study much and 
know much, quickly escape from danger. But they are seriously worn out 
from diseases of the nerves. 

33. They will be in charge of public places, be helpful to others, and 
from others hold powers over men. They will control the property of 
strangers, and be outstanding in many ways; able to foretell the future. 
They get control of their own property and possessions and hand it down 
to their sons, and get wives for their sons according to the indication of 
their chart. When they die, freed from all danger and anxiety, their 
property will be divided among their sons, if a long space oflife has been 
allotted them by the ruler of the chart. This you must carefully observe in 
all charts, as we have said. 

34. Those who have Saturn in Scorpio are attacked in early youth by 
many disturbances and dangers, and have no control over paternal or 
maternal inheritance. If they have received anything from parents, they 
waste it in dissipation. The parents will be neither famous nor noble, but 
the natives themselves will be reared in greatest luxury, but afterwards 
will have severe trouble and have to earn their own living. 

35. Similar dangers are indicated for every seventh or ninth year until 
the 43rd. But if the natives are protected in time of danger by a benefic 
planet they will escape the crisis. Nevertheless they will be disturbed by 
constant troubles. If Saturn aspects his own house in trine, especially 
when he is in Cancer, he indicates griefs, pains, journeys, and poverty. 

36. But when Saturn comes to Leo and makes his station in that sign, 
then he will allow the beginning ofgood fortune; thp.n he allots every kind 
of profit, high position, and the beginnings of famous activities. The 
moment he enters Leo the whole chart is transferred to good fortune. 
Pains, griefs and anxieties are put to sleep. But the natives do not continue 
with the first wife whom they had in Scorpio. Saturn in this house does not 
allot virgins for wives, but widows, or those who have been married to 
others. The natives will marry many women, but be separated either by 
death or divorce. 

37. Illnesses and weaknesses in the extremities of the body and con­
tinual pains in hidden places are indicated by Saturn in Scorpio. IfJupiter 
from a favorable house is in beneficent aspect to Saturn, all these will be 
lessened. But if Saturn in Scorpio is in the house of children, he will be 
harmful and first sons will be lost in some way. 
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38. Afterwards the native will be gladdened by healthy offspring. But 
when Saturn has returned to this sign of Scorpio, they will be stronger, 
famous and powerful. These same things are indicated in charts of 
women. For, as we said in the book of principles, whatever is indicated in 
the charts of men is also true in women's charts. 

39. Those who have Saturn in Sagittarius are involved in many dangers 
and illnesses, and never receive inheritance from fathers or mothers. 
They will gain possessions through their own efforts, but lose them again. 
Crises will occur throughout their whole lives every seventh or ninth year. 

40. From these dangers they are easily freed. But when Saturn ap­
proaches the angles, that is when he enters the degree of the MC or the 
IMC, he produces a certain wandering of mind. He indicates riots, 
domestic quarrels, difficulties, losses, prison terms, lost law suits and 
griefs. But when he enters Pisces, he makes a beginning of good fortune, 
and when he makes his station in that sign he predicts fame and increase 
In Income. 

41. But when he arrives at Gemini and Cancer he is contrary to the 
native in every way. When he comes to Sagittarius, Capricorn and 
Aquarius, he indicates riots and revolutions. When he returns a second 
time to Pisces, he will make the native famous and restore the whole of 
what has been lost. But never will those who have Saturn in their chart 
have virgins for wives, and they will always have constant grief from 
misfortunes ofchilqren. IfJupiter is not in aspect to Saturn in Sagittarius, 
they will have neither wives nor children. They will have serious griefs 
because of women or through women, and will meet serious dangers in 
water or near water. 

42. Those who have Saturn in Capricorn, that is in tropical degrees, will 
have their whole life and resources subject to constant reverses. They 
often reach the highest step of fortune and then slip back again, and are 
held captive by unjust ill fortune until Saturn completes his orbit, or as 
long as he is ruler of time. 

43. These crises will endure while Saturn is crossing Gemini and 
Cancer. The natives may be expected to have great resources, but are 
hindered by domestic needs from having riches; their paternal and 
maternal inheritance is wasted. Whatever they accumulate they lose in 
various ways and are constantly diminishing their resources. 

44. They will travel constantly, and have illnesses and encounter 
dangers on the fifth, seventh and ninth years, especially when those 
numbers are tripled. At that time they meet sickness, losses, riots, griefs 
and. injuries. They will be submerged in deepest misfortune unless they 
are rescued by influence of benefic planets. These evils continue until 
Saturn enters his own houses in a right trine. 

45. When Saturn begins in Capricorn and comes to Gemini and 
Cancer, he indicates all kinds of evils until he arrives at Leo. When he 
arrives in that degree of Leo in which he was in the chart in Capricorn, he 
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indicates great good fortune. But in this sign he does not allot a virgin as 
wife, but separates the native from her either by death or divorce. He does 
not allow the natives to marry the ones they were first betrothed to. They 
will be given wives seduced by others, will marry twice, have grief from 
death of children, or have no children altogether. 

46. There will be pain and sickness in the extremities of the body or in 
hidden organs. Great storms of life and dangers occur when Saturn 
enters Cancer, but when he enters Leo, there will be smooth sailing. For 
then Saturn predicts rest, increase in income, health, happiness and a true 
order of life, with all misfortunes put to sleep. 

47. Those who have Saturn in Aquarius will be unfortunate in early life 
and lose what they inherited from their fathers. Whatever they accumu­
late at first they lose, but gain it back again. They will have serious 
illnesses, but be cured of them. Crises will occur every seventh and ninth 
year until they are 43. At that time there will be unusual dangers­
illnesses, lawsuits, terrors,journeys, poverty, and hard labor. The natives 
will be brought so low that their lot will be similar to that of captives or 
slaves. All these experiences will be like a wretched death. But after all 
crises are over, ifJupiter and Venus are well located in the chart there will 
be profit, fame, and high position. But they will have an affliction or 
illness, or a scar from fire or sword. 

48. The lawful wives they are allotted will be unsatisfactory and the type 
who live contrary to the rule of law. But the natives only suffer until 
Saturn arrives in Leo. Before he arrives in Leo he lowers income, indicates 
loss of mental faculties, injuries, deaths in the family-such misfortunes 
that the natives will attempt suicide. 

49. When Saturn is located on the angles he makes these same 
predictions so that evils grow from day to day. There will be grief from 
death of relatives, periods of freezing cold, and wretched poverty, 
especially if, while Saturn is on the angles, the natives reach their seventh 
or ninth year. For then the natives will be prisoners or beggars, unshorn 
and unwashed, especially if Saturn in Aquarius is the ruler of time. 

50. They will carry out laborious tasks, especially in temples. They will 
also encounter different crises from their own acts and not easily be able 
to avoid them, and will find no road to happiness, but will lose everything 
in law suits. But ifJupiter is in important houses in these times of danger, 
flight and travels are eliminated from the prediction. 

51. When Saturn has finished all this and the natives have spent the 
largest part of their lives in misfortune, then, little by little they will free 
their necks from bad fortune. All the sordidness will be washed away and 
they will rise to various high positions through their own planning. They 
will have all the insignia of the highest office and have such power over 
people and regions that their memory will be everlasting. 

52. They will be friends of kings or powerful men, will receive rich gifts 
and priesthoods in temples. Their good fortune will comprise estates, 
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riches, servants, control over men and women; they will be so wealthy that 
they will maintain others. Their relatives will flourish through their 
protection. Finally, after a long life, they will die with a good reputation. 

53. Those who have Saturn in Pisces will have neither paternal or 
maternal inheritance; whatever they have in early life they will lose. 
Through their own efforts they will win a new income. They will have 
great sickness and dangers, especially every seventh and ninth year until 
they are 33. 

54. There will be illnesses, law suits, accusations without cause, riots, 
sudden uprisings, constant torments of mind, dangers caused by women 
or occurring in water. The wives they are first given are not profitable to 
them. Saturn in Pisces does not allot virgins as wives. When Saturn arrives 
at the angles of the chart, then he indicates the most serious troubles and 
reverses, especially when finishing his first orbit. 

55. When Saturn reaches Cancer he predicts better times. When he 
enters Leo he straightens out their affairs and bestows fame, income and 
high position. All their activities turn out well, and the affairs of great men 
are entrusted to their management; from this administration they gain 
great increase in income. 

56. But they will have great pains in the extremities or in hidden parts 
of the body and great scars from wounds by a weapon, also grief from 
accidents of children. But after Saturn has disturbed their early years, 
then he indicates happiness from children and marriage, according to the 
essence and measurement of the chart, as the other planets predict with 
their authority. . 

IV 

[JUPITER IN DIFFERENT SIGNS] 

1. Now that we have explained the predictions ofSaturn, let us turn to 
those of jupiter. 

2. Those who have jupiter in Aries will be disturbed in early life, until 
they have finished the reverses indicated in the chart. But afterward 
successful activities, prosperous times, important affairs are indicated. 
They wiIl be friends of great and powerful men and will be entrusted with 
important administrative duties in royal houses. They will be gladdened 
by wives and children. Victory is predicted in all contests and law suits; 
and whatever they plan wiIl be easily fulfilled. 

3. jupiter indicates the reputation of a good character. The natives 
have a certain mark around the mouth. They will be managers of other 
people's money, devout in worship of the gods, and responsible about 
keeping secrets. They will be appointed to high duties by powerful men or 
kings and appear commanding and strong. The first years will be 
difficult, but afterward everything will be completed successfully, by 
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constant help of the gods, especially if, in important houses, Saturn, Mars, 
the Sun, Mercury, Venus, or the Moon is in trine aspect. 

4. Those who have Jupiter in Taurus will have great fame and power; 
but in early life they will encounter serious troubles: illness, law suits, even 
slavery, quarrels with the powerful, losses, toil, injuries. But after they 
have been thus oppressed they will find a fortunate outcome to all their 
affairs. They will have fame and the friendship of powerful men who will 
entrust their secrets to them. 

5. They will sail great seas or rivers, or be attendants at sacred rites, but 
have encounters with criminals and disreputable men. Protection comes 
to them from women, as well as high position. They will bejust, brave, and 
trustworthy friends. Their speech will be fluent; they will bravely defend 
friends. But they will be rash, brave iri all contests, never desiring 
anything for themselves, but always for friends. 

6. Their friends are often ungrateful; but after they have slipped 
away, they often return to them. They will be sons of two fathers-one by 
nature, the other by adoption -or of two mothers. They will at first have 
joy, then grief from wives and likewise from children. Their good fortune 
is a boon to many. But all these things are indicated according to the 
calculation of the chart. 

7. Those who have Jupiter in Gemini will have great glory and power, 
and be known for their friendships; but whatever they seek they lose 
again, and their life is in a constant state of flux. In early life they will be 
involved in quarrels, troubles, losses, poverty, and illnesses, and will have 
constant grief from wives and children, until they are 45 years old. Up to 
that  they will lose whatever they accumulate. 

8. But when that time is finished they will have possessions and fame. 
After quarrels with a wife in early years, later they will have a successful 
marriage; they will hold high public office. All this is indicated according 
to the computation of the chart and the combined aspects of the planets 
which you must observe and remember in all charts. 

9. Those who have Jupiter in Cancer will be friends of the powerful 
 will faithfully preserve their secrets. When Jupiter becomes ruler of 

their time, they will have possession, high office and fame. But for them 
happiness and the trust of friends will not last. They will be unfortunate, 
especially when Saturn enters the important houses or when he arrives at 
Aquarius or Pisces. He indicates dangers, riots, losses, illnesses, quarrels 
with powerful men or relatives, false accusations and public slander. 

10. These are alleviated if Saturn and Jupiter are found on the angles. 
IfSaturn arrives in this sign and comes into conjunction with Jupiter, he is 
infinitely favorable, but more when he arrives in Leo. For when he 
reaches Leo in his second orbit he indicates good fortune, glory and high 
position; the natives have posts of command, overcome all adversaries, 
their reputation is universally good, and they have such power that they 
are able to maintain others. 
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11. But again they lose a part of their good fortune, according to the 
different indications of the chart. They will have joy from a woman or 
wife and offspring, will own buildings and movable wealth. After a varied 
and changeable youth they will arrive at prosperity and good fortune 
worthy of paradise, and become a source of wonder for their prosperity. 

12. Trouble and weariness is indicated by Jupiter in Leo, until Saturn, 
having left Pisces, arrives in Aries. If Saturn is aspected in trine to Jupiter 
in Leo, this indicates fame and good reputation with the protection of 
powerful friends. Because of their training the natives win the greatest 
profit and all their activities have a prosperous outcome. But their first 
wives will not be satisfactory. 

13. Their wives will not be virgins but will have been seduced by others. 
After their paternal inheritance has been lost, they will gain a fortune by 
their own efforts; they will be brave in spirit, generous and liberal, but will 
wickedly desire the possessions of others. 

14. Those who have Jupiter in Virgo will be courteous, respected, 
well-bred, modest, successful, faithful, always cherishing friends with 
true affection. They will be talented, but competitive, powerful but 
hard-working; and they will not have a stable life until Saturn reaches the 
opposite of the sign in which he was located in the birthchart. When he 
arrives in Pisces he indicates storms, losses, griefs, illnesses, and anxieties. 

15. When Saturn leaves Pisces, then he indicates glory and power, and 
chaste, amiable wives who serve the wishes of their husbands. There will 
be grief over children until the cycle of Saturn is completed, but then the 
indication is for high office and great power, according to the nature of 
the chart. 

16. Those who haveJupiter in Libra will have disasters and riots in early 
life, especially if Saturn is found in opposition to Jupiter or to the Moon. 
Then the indication is for losses, domestic quarrels, grief, injuries, 
disgrace, law suits, journeys, insults, and loss of inheritance. 

17. But when Saturn has crossed the point of opposition and Jupiter 
has begun to pass through favorable houses, the beginning of good 
fortune, fame and happiness are predicted. Jupiter joins the natives to = 
powerful men, leaders or kings who entrust to them their secrets, affairs, 
and possessions. 

18. Those who have Jupiter in this sign will be artisans or vineyard 
workers, and manage much property. They will have happiness from wife 
and children, but only after they are worn out with misfortune; all law 
suits will be decided in their favor, but only if they go to court unmarried. 
They will have control of foreign sources of income, be religious 
worshippers of the gods; the first period of their lives will have great 
difficulties but the last will be noted by honorable activities. There will be 
certain marks on their bodies. 

19. Those who have Jupiter in Scorpio will be famous and powerful, 
especially when Saturn arrives at the sign of the summer tropical Cancer. 
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For when Saturn is in other signs, in the first quarter of the chart, there 
will be illnesses, riots, accusations, uprisings, lawsuits, quarrels, and losses. 
But when Saturn leaves the first quarter, that is when he makes his transit 
to Pisces, they will be with leaders and kings, keeping their secrets with 
silent fidelity. 

20. They will sail great rivers and seas; through sterile or infamous men 
and women they will make their way in important affairs. They will be 
popular with the people, brave in mind as well as body and will acquire 
control of great income. Happiness will come from the affection of wives 
and children, but only after earlier difficulties. Though worn out in early 
life they will have a happy old age. But here it must be noted what we said 
about the sign of Aries. 

21. Jupiter in Sagittarius will make the natives famous and powerful; 
rich, learned leaders, or friends of the powerful. But whatever they 
acquire they will lose again as long as Saturn is crossing the first house of 
the chart. At that time there will be disturbances, griefs, revolutions, and 
unfortunate outcomes to projects. 

22. They will be in difficulties untilJupiter reaches his own house with a 
favorable aspect. Then, he predicts that all prosperity will arrive little by 
little, in proportion to the power of the houses. He indicates increase of 
income, joy and happiness, marriage and children. Those who have 
Jupiter in this location will have possessions abroad. They will be of good 
character and trained in every kind of courtesy. 

23. In the first part of their lives they will be irresponsible and will 
quarrel with their wives. But when they arrive at middle age they will 
enjoy prosperity and good fortune. If Saturn is in opposition or square 
aspect toJupiter in Sagittarius, they will not have either wives or children, 
especially if Jupiter is located in the terms of Saturn. But they will be 
generous, agreeable, friends of many, known to all, sophisticated, and 
respectable, especially if Jupiter, located in the first houses of the chart, 
aspects some other planets in trine. 

24. Those who have Jupiter in Capricorn will be famous, friends of the 
powerful, keeping their secrets with silent fidelity. They will be lucky 
when Jupiter will have finished his second round. Before that time 
whatever office the native holds he will lose; he will be in poverty and 
serve low-class men as long as Saturn is crossing the second third of the 
same sign. 

25. Before that time he will be involved in many griefs and losses, law 
suits and reverses, and will see deaths in his own family. He will have such 
misfortune that he will wish to be freed by death. But when Saturn has 
crossed the house we mentioned, all evils will be lulled to sleep and the 
greatest good fortune will follow, according to the strength and nature of 
the chart. 
[There is a long lacuna here: The Sun, Venus and Mars are missing.] 
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V 

[MERCURY IN DIFFERENT SIGNS] 

1. Never make companions ofthose who have Mercury in the terms or 
decans of Mars, or entrust your secrets to their fidelity. They will deny 
and will persist in their impudence with wicked defense of their perjury. 
They will be prepared for every crime of infamy, especially if with 
Mercury thus located, Mars is found in the terms of Mercury or Mercury 
is located in unfavorable houses and Mars attacks him in square aspect. 

2. In that case the natives will suffer from prison or exile or, fearing 
court sentence, will wander as fugitives far from their household gods. 
But if, when Mars and Mercury are in this position, the full Moon, either 
in square aspect or opposition, is moving toward Mars, and no benefic 
planets are in favorable aspect, especially Venus and]upiter, the natives 
will suffer severely for these crimes. 

3. If Mercury is found in the house or decan of the Sun in a diurnal 
chart, this will make the natives mediocre in mind and soul, but will have 
them work on obscure and evil writings. Or they will be chosen for public 
duties, be intelligent and inquiring, but involved in secret illegal activities 
and fruitless pursuits. 

4. If it is a nocturnal chart, they will suffer mental illness Dr be 
impeded in speech or hearing. Afflictions or difficulties in life are 
indicated or continual bad repute. They never learn good judgment or 
forthright speech. 

5. Mercury in the terms or decan of Venus indicates the same things in 
a diurnal or nocturnal chart: brilliant, elegant speech, friendship with 
kings or powerful men, good judgment, successful activities. 

6. The natives will easily master all kinds of learning, including two 
languages; they will be in charge of athletic contests; be composers of 
music; follow the training of poetry; work with colors or perfumes; be 
merchants in precious gems; or carryon foreign trade. From these 
activities they will gain profit and high position. They will be highly sexed 
and tend to corrupt the marriages of others; from their vices a bad 
reputation will arise. 

7. What Mercury indicates in the house of the Moon was told in the 
first part of this book. 

VI 

[THE MOON IN DIFFERENT SIGNS] 

1. The Moon in her own house and decan in a nocturnal chart 
indicates great income and fame, and a position ofpower, especially if she 
is found on the first angles. She will make the natives successful, popular 
artisans, who earn a fortune through their own efforts. But in a diurnal 
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chart she makes travelling workmen involved in continual dangers, 
sickness or weakness, and torment of sharp pains. If in this position she 
occupies the ninth house then she predicts good fortune, riches, fame, 
high position, and great power. 

2. If the full Moon is found in the terms or decan of Saturn, she makes 
the natives sluggish, cold in mind and body. They are lacking in all 
boldness, but have certain periods of rash fury. Their intestines are 
tormented by cold humors. But if the Moon is waning, activities and plans 
never turn out well, and all inheritance is lost. The natives are weighed 
down with poverty, slow in all their activities, and languid in mind and 
body. They suffer various pains from consumption, spleen, pains in the 
kidneys or hemorrhages. 

3. The full Moon in the terms or decan of]upiter will make the natives 
respectable, successful, always prosperous in their activities, seeking 
income through their own efforts. Some do business in foreign lands. But 
if the Moon is waning, she indicates misfortune from loss of parents and 
loss of inheritance. Also if she is found in signs of malefic planets, she 
indicates a mediocre life, some kind of demotion, or pains in the muscles. 

4. If the full Moon is found in the terms or decan of Mars by day, the 
natives will be exposed or low-born, or will suffer illness and affliction, or 
be involved in dangers and accidents. But if it is a nocturnal chart, the 
parents quarrel and separate, or the mother is low-class. Some natives 
suffer from traveling, others from illnesses. 

5. But if the waning Moon by day is in the degrees or decans we 
mentioned, this indicates wasted inheritance and dangerous occupations, 
and from those occupations, losses, quarrels, weakness, or illnesses. But a 
waning Moon by night will make the native successful in his occupations, 
brave, famous, entrusted with public duties, but in foreign regions. 

6. The full Moon in the house or decan of the Sun will make the 
natives popular, successful in all affairs, entrusted with public duties. If 
she is found on the first angles, that is the Me, or the ascendant, and is in 
aspect to]upiter, she will make powerful emperors or kings or governors 
with world-wide power. 

7. But if the Moon is waning, they will be successful in no activities, 
ignoble in mind and in life, never persisting in any occupation. Or the 
mothers will be sickly with long continued illness, or the natives them­
selves will suffer an evil death. 

8. The full Moon in the terms or decan of Venus will always involve 
the native in disreputable loves, incestuous desires, and abnormal sexual 
activities. But the waning Moon indicates good deeds, great increases in 
fortune, and marriage to a relative under favorable auspices. 

9. If the full Moon is found in the terms or decan of Mercury, the 
natives will be untrustworthy, greedy, and obstinate. They refuse to 
return what has been entrusted to them. They will be malicious house­
breakers or thieves, betrayers of their own people, despisers of the gods, 
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accustomed to cover their lies with the shadow of the truth. They will be 
tormented by necessity for constant labor and never enjoy the fruits of 
their toil. 

10. But the waning Moon will make them malicious, wicked, consump­
tive, mentally disturbed, or insane. They willingly associate themselves 
with every kind of wickedness, defend evil men and evil deeds, and their 
depravity increases from day to day. But they are also hostile to men of 
their own kind. If Mars is in those degrees with the Moon, he puts these 
same men in company with bandits, involves them in various criminal 
charges, and finally brings them to prison. But if none of these is the case, 
then their income is diminished, their life humble and wretched with 
illness; weakness and a miserable death follow. 

VII 

[CONCLUSION] 

1. These matters have now been explained to you in detail, my dear 
Mavortius, and nothing has been left out of the traditions handed down 
by learned men of old. But let us repeat what we have often called to your 
attention: be sure to collect the data on the entire force of the planets; the 
combination of all the signs; and the efficacy of the degrees as compared 
to the powers of the houses. 

2. Do not try to explain the whole chart from the course ofone planet; 
but compare the ascendant with the powers of the twelve houses; notice 
the effect of planet combined with planet; also which planets are aspected 
to the ascendant and in what way. Consider also to what extent the planets 
themselves lessen or increase their own influence, and what effect the 
natural quality of the signs and degrees has on individual planets, as well 
as what is indicated by the houses and angles. When you have collected all 
this information, inspect every detail and only after careful comparison 
give your interpretation. 

3. Look carefully at the risings and anaforas of the signs. For Jupiter 
entering the house of Venus (the seventh house) does not always indicate 
marriage, any more than he assures offspring when he enters the house of 
children (the fifth house). He does this only when the whole essence ofthe 
chart has indicated wives and children. Mars moving around from the 
descendant does not always aspect the ascendant with threatening influ­
ence any more than Saturn coming from the degree of the ascendant 
always predicts a serious danger and horrors. These are true only when 
the whole essence of the chart indicates such things. These bad predic­
tions are only true when the malefic planets start out from the anaforas of 
the signs and are rulers of time. 

4. Therefore, as you have been so often advised, you must train your 
mind to obey the divine instruction and observe the combinations of 
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individual planets and the powers of the degrees. For frequently the 
hospitality ofa bad sign changesJupiter's beneficence, and the hospitality 
of a good sign weakens Saturn's malevolence. You must not necessarily 
look for danger from a bad house, when a helpful star is in aspect to that 
house; also the threatening influence ofmalefic planets are often reduced 
in effect by good houses. Thus the combination of houses, terms, signs, 
and planets shows all things in the charts of men. If you observe all these 
with a calm mind you will be able to set forth in truth the fates of men. 

5. Our work must now turn to the principles ofthe sixth book. There I 
shall explain to you the true meanings of the combinations of the planets 
so that afterward we may continue to special interpretations. 



I,
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Liber Sextus 

[THE HOUSES] 

1. The work we are engaged in, my dear Mavortius, has had much to 
say about combinations of planets. We have emphasized that there is 
nothing more important in the principles of astrology or in the actual 
forecasts than the effects of a mixture of influences. We have especially 
noted that the first angles have one kind of effect, the second another. 

2. The first angles are the ascendant and Medium Caelum, the second 
the descendant and Imum Caelum. From those four angles with their 
various significance the whole essence of the forecast is known. All the 
planets, according to the power of their own nature, predict differently 
when located on the first or the second angles. 

3. Also the fifth and eleventh houses, that is, the house of Bona 
Fortuna and the Bonus Daemon, do not join in any aspect with the 
dejected houses, but associate themselves favorably with the ascendant. 
But a special kind of relationship-a third kind of influence-joins the 
third and ninth houses to the ascendant. 

4. The second and eighth houses have no connection with the 
ascendant; the sixth and the twelfth houses are dejected and have no 
relationship to the ascendant. 

5. As we explained before, the power of the planets varies with the 
difference in the houses. In the third book we set forth in detail what is 
predicted by the individual planets located in each house. 

6. You should pray in every possible way that the chart you are 
working on should not have planets either malefic or benefic in the sixth 
or twelfth houses; or in the second or eighth. For these houses are always 
filled with hostile influences from all planets. 

7. Ifa benefic planet occupies these houses it loses its salutary power; 
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XVII 

[MARS IN OPPOSITION] 

1. Mars and the Sun in opposition in a diurnal chart strike down the 
father in a horrible death or at least blind his eyes. The natives themselves 
they cast down from high position or bring upon them unexpected peril. 
All occupations are hindered by serious reverses. In a nocturnal chart the 
strength of the body is broken and the mind is weakened. All inheritance 
is lost and the native is reduced to beggary. 

2. If Mars and Venus are in opposition in a diurnal chart, the native 
will always be involved in wandering and wrong-doing and will be 
constantly ill. Venus and Mars thus placed attack marriage and children 
with harsh ill-will. If they are in tropical signs they indicate the same as we 
described above, especially if they are in opposition from Cancer and 
Capricorn and there is no influence of Jupiter. 

3. Mars and Mercury in opposition indicate the greatest calamities. 
Either the natives will be apprehended for the crime of forging docu­
ments, or they are associated in evil knowledge with criminals, or they live 
a life of crime with wrong-doers and poisoners. Or they may be dragged 
to public judgment through pressure of debts. 

4. Possessed by greed, they may corrupt the trade in religious articles, 
or refuse to return goods entrusted to them. For any of these crimes they 
may be brought to judgment. Some are sent into exile, especially if 
Mercury is in the terms or house ofSaturn or in his own house and Jupiter 
is not in trine aspect. 

5. Mars and the Moon in opposition make the natives short-lived or 
involved in continual dangers. They allow no marriage, or, if other 
planets decree a marriage, the wife dies a horrible death. The natives 
themselves suffer an evil death or are struck down by public punishment, 
especially if the Moon is full. 

XVIII 

[SUN AND MOON IN OPPOSITION] 

1. The Sun and Moon in opposition change in many ways the life, 
status, and income of the native. After first accumulating wealth he falls 
into poverty but then regains new riches. He will have unpleasant 
disfigurements around his face and his body will suffer miserable 
contractions. 

XIX 

[VENUS AND THE MOON IN OPPOSITION] 

1. Venus and the Moon in opposition indicate an unhappy marriage. 
They never allow the native any kind of good luck; either they do not 
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allow any children or those there are they strike down in wretched death. 
The natives themselves suffer many evils and injuries from their wives. 

XX 

[MERCURY AND THE MOON IN OPPOSITION] 

1. If Mercury and the Moon are in opposition, they stir up attacks of 
the multitude and popular revolution. The natives are always persecuted 
in public meetings by the malevolent voice of the people. They display 
timidity in their character and in their words. 

XXI 

[SEXTILE ASPECT] 

1. The planets in sextile aspect indicate the same things which we 
described in regard to trine aspect. But the effect of their portents is 
reduced, and in all charts this aspect has less power. You must remember 
this: that sextile aspects are blunted if they occur in tropical or mutable 
signs, and quite ineffectual if a fixed sign is in between. 

XXII 

[SATURN IN CONJUNCTION] 

1. So that we may make plain to you, my dear Mavortius, the entire 
significance of the aspects, we have explained trine, square, and opposi­
tion in detail. Now we shall show the meaningofconjunction. When this is 
accomplished we may proceed to the individual predictions of the 
forecast. 

2. If Saturn and Jupiter share the hospitality ofone degree (conjunc­
tion), if they are in favorable houses and in signs or degrees in which they 
rejoice, they indicate the rewards ofgood fortune: increase in possessions, 
fame, uncorrupted virtue, and fortunate offspring, especially if it is a 
diurnal chart. 

3. Then they add to the prediction the greatest positions of official 
control and power over the resources ofothers. But if Mars is in aspect to 
these planets from above, the whole of what we just described is changed 
by the hostility of Mars. 

4. When Mars and Saturn are in conjunction and in favorable houses, 
they produce a balanced character and soften fierce aggression with 
milder traits. 

5. The association with Saturn reduces the unthinking rashness and 
impatient ardor of Mars and blunts it with Saturn's cold sluggishness. 
Thus when Mars' heat warms Saturn's chill, and the cold of Saturn tones 
down the fires of Mars, from this combination of temperaments a sober, 































I

I

212 Ancient Astrology �~ 
:1� 

18. If Venus is on the ascendant and the ascendant is in the sign of 
Venus, but Mars and the Moon are on the descendant in the sign or terms 
of Mars, the mother of the native will be struck with a sword. 

19. If the Moon is on the MC, and Saturn, Mars, and Jupiter are 
together on the IMC, the native will be dragged from his own country and 
sold into slavery. 

20. If the Moon, Mars, and Saturn are in conjunction on the MC, they 
will make the natives either leaders or followers of base and lustful 
pursuits who gain a livelihood from these activities. 

21. If Saturn is found in the sixth house and Venus and Mercury in the 
twelfth andif all of these, in opposition, holdan equalnumberofdegrees, 
the natives will have intercourse with their daughters. The same is 
indicated by Venus, Mercury, and Jupiter in each other's houses. 

22. If Venus, Mercury,Jupiter, and Saturn are all in conjunction in the 
eleventh house, they allot as wives women who have been the slaves of 
most powerful men. 

23. When Saturn and Venus are exactly on the MC with Jupiter in no 
kind of aspect, if this is a woman's chart, she couples with eunuchs and 
sterile men in unsuccessful passion. 

24. Venus andJupiter in conjunction in the fifth or eleventh house with 
no benefic planet in aspect indicate marital difficulties and serious 
accidents from marriage; the couples are always involved in fierce 
quarrels and malevolent fights. 

25. If Mars is in the same degree as the ascendant in the house of 
Jupiter, Saturn in trine to Mars and the ascendant, and the Moon in the 
last degrees of the ascendant, the natives have intercourse with their 
mothers or their stepmothers. If it is a woman's chart, she sleeps with her 
father or stepfather. She will have the vicious desires of a prostitute. If 
Saturn is in the fifth house and Mercury with Venus in the eleventh, 
marriage with a stepdaughter is indicated. 

26. Saturn on an angle with Mercury in opposition denies all children. 
27. The Sun on the ascendant with Mars and Saturn on the anafora of 

the ascendant indicates some kind of affliction of the right eye. If the 
Moon is on the ascendant with Mars and Satur-n on the anafora, the 
affliction is in the left eye. Both of these must be in a nocturnal chart. 

28. Blindness and weakness of body together with wretched beggary 
are indicated by the Moon on the IMC, with Saturn, the Sun, and Mars in 
the eighth house aspecting the Moon in trine. Blindness is also indicated 
by this combination if Saturn is in the twelfth house in trine to the Sun, 
Moon, and Mars. 

29. The Sun and Mars in the eighth house with the Moon in opposition 
in a human sign, together with Saturn, also indicate blindness and 
weakness of body. And if Saturn is on the descendant and Mars on the 
ascendant, the Sun on the anafora of the ascendant and the Moon in the 
sixth house, in the course of time the blindness grows worse and is 
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accompanied with hemorrhage. Also if the Moon is on the ascendant and 
the Sun on the descendant in the seventh house, great affliction of the 
eyes is indicated. 

30. If Mars is on the MC, Saturn in the eleventh house, the Sun on the 
anafora of the ascendant in opposition to the Moon in the eighth house, 
one eye will be extinguished but the other preserved. 

31. If Mercury and the Moon are in conjunction and have Mars and 
Venus on the left side of a square, they either deform the body with a 
pointed head, disfigure the sight of the eyes, or make one shoulder 
twisted. 

32. Dangerous blindness is also indicated by the Sun on the ascendant, 
Saturn on the IMC, and the Moon holding a right trine from the 
ascendant. If Saturn and the Moon are in tropical signs, or the Sun and 
Mars are in opposition to them, this combination always means danger to 
the eyes. But if Jupiter is on the MC in this combination, all difficulties of 
poverty are relaxed. 

33. Saturn and the Moon on the MC with the Sun and Mars in the 
eighth house also indicate blindness. But if the Sun is found on the 
ascendant, Saturn on the anafora of the ascendant, the Moon on the MC, 
and Mars in the eleventh house, blindness is indicated. The same is true 
when the Sun is found on the ascendant, Saturn on the anafora of the 
ascendant, the Moon on the MC, and Mars in the eleventh house. 

34. If the Sun, Moon, and Mercury are in conjunction in a tropical sign 
and the Moon is deprived of all light, they indicate the greatest wisdom, 
unusual intelligence, and knowledge of many things; but also with 
blindness and weakness of the body. 

35. The Moon, Saturn, and Mars in conjunction in equinoctial signs 
make the whole body spotted with certain marks or make it blotched and 
white; on the other hand, either creeping impetigo will possess the whole 
body, or the native will suffer long-lasting scabies, or the disgraceful 
disfigurement of leprosy. 

36. If Mercury, Saturn, and the Sun are in conjunction in the seventh 
house, that is, the descendant, and the Moon is in conjunction with Mars 
in the eighth house, they either amputate the hands or produce cripples 
or madmen who suffer from mental affliction. 

37. Now, my dear Mavortius, I shall show you an amusing forecast. 
From this example you will be able to assess similar cases. That deformed 
and feeble Greek76 whose misshapen body Homer described to us in his 
divinesongs,whom thelaughterofall wise men punished-hehadachart 
of this kind. The ascendant was in Aquarius, the Sun and Saturn in 
Capricorn (that is, the twelfth house), butJupiter on the ascendant or on 
the anafora of the ascendant, and Mars with the Moon in the eleventh 
house in Libra; Mercury and Venus were on the ascendant (that is, in 
Aquarius). This forecast shows us the chart ofThersites. He was unwar­
like, feeble, silly, always impatient, displaying garrulous wordiness. All 



214 Ancient Astrology 

these traits the chart shows us. 
38. Venus in Capricorn with Saturn in opposition makes natives hated 

by their wives in every way. Their bodies in heavy sweat give off an 
unpleasant goat-like odor. They will be despised in sexual relations and 
always be objects of scandal for their vicious desires.Jupiter lessens these 
difficulties to a certain extent if he is in trine to Venus, and he somewhat 
cleanses the odor. 

39. The Moon, Saturn, and Venus in the seventh house, that is, on the 
descendant, make perverts with effeminate softness of body who dance 
on the stage and act in ancient fables, especially ifMars is in square aspect. 
For then he makes them addicted to all kinds of base vices; they also 
practice immoral kinds of intercourse with their wives. If to all these 
Jupiter is in square aspect from the IMC, together with all these vices he 
makes them lovers of boys. 

40. If Jupiter, Saturn, and Venus are in conjunction on the MC, and 
Mars is in opposition on the IMC, this will make lovers ofboys who pay for 
this vice with use of their own bodies. 

41. If Jupiter, Venus, and Saturn are in conjunction in the seventh 
house, that is, the descendant, inheritance is acquired from the death of a 
wife. But the natives themselves suffer severe illnesses and get children 
only with difficulty. Mercury, Venus, Saturn, andJupiter together on the 
MC indicate wives who are foreigners but extremely wealthy. 

42. Saturn on the ascendant with Mercury and Jupiter in the seventh 
house denies offspring. But if the order of that combination is reversed so 
thatJupiter and Mercury are on the ascendant and Saturn is in opposition 
on the descendant, the prediction is the same. 

43. If Mercury and Venus are on the IMC and Saturn is in square 
aspect to them on the MC, this indicates an old wife. Also the native will 
have impure sex relations with his wife. If Venus and Saturn are in 
conjunction on the MC and the Moon is in opposition to them on the IMC, 
either old or sterile wives are indicated, so that from that marriage 
children are never possible. 

44. Mercury and Mars in conjunction in the fifth house indicate sisters 
for wives. 

45. Saturn,Jupiter, and Mars together on the MC indicate every kind 
of grief frQm wives so that a happy marriage is never possible with this 

 

46. Venus on the descendant, that is, the seventh house, in an evening 
rising with Saturn on the MC will make men sluggish in love; it also makes 
women frigid, with no sexual desires. 

47. If Mars, the Moon, and Venus are in conjunction on the MC and 
Mercury is in opposition to them, this will make public eunuchs in a man's 
chart, but women it turns into public prostitutes lost to all modesty. 

48. A severe burden of grief from accidents to children is predicted by 
Saturn and Jupiter in conjunction on the IMC or in the seventh house. 
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But if Mercury and also Venus are with them, they make women sterile 
and men lose all sexual appetites. But if all these are in tropical signs, they 
make the woman's vagina closed to normal entry. But ifMars is also found 
with all these, they will make castrated eunuchs serving sacred rites. 

49. IfMars and the Moon are in conjunction on the ascendant, Mercury 
on the MC, and Saturn on the descendant, this makes the children perish 
while still in tender years and crying in their nurses' arms. 

50. If Mercury, Mars, Saturn, and Venus are in conjunction on the 
IMC, children will die a miserable death before being recognized by their 
fathers. 

51. If Mars is on the IMC, Saturn on the descendant, and the Moon on 
the ascendant in square aspect to Mars and in opposition to Saturn, an 
early death is predicted for the wife. 

52. IfJupiter is in the seventh house, that is, the descendant, and Mars 
and Mercury are in conjunction on the ascendant, offspring are denied. 
But if Mercury andJupiter are on angles and in opposition to each other 
(one on the ascendant and one on the descendant, or one on the MC and 
one on the IMC), masculine children will perish in a horrible death. 

53. If the ascendant is in tropical or mutable signs and Mars and 
Mercury are in conjunction on the ascendant but Jupiter is in opposition 
to the ascendant, this will produce epileptics or madmen. 

54. Venus on the ascendant and Saturn in square aspect on the IMC 
produce servants in temples. These men are possessed by a divine instinct, 
though their minds are deranged, and they predict the future and from 
this gain a livelihood. 

55.JfJupiter, Mars, Mercury, and Venus are located together on the 
ascendant, which is in Virgo, and Saturn is in Pisces in opposition to them, 
the Sun is on the anafora of the ascendant but the Moon is in Aquarius; 
and if all these are located in their own terms; this shows the chart of a 
most powerful emperor. 

56. If Mars is on the ascendant and the Moon is moving toward him or 
away from him, the indication is for a humble life, afflictions of illness, 
serious dangers, and calamities. If Mars is on the descendant and the 
Moon is moving away from him, the prediction is the same. 

57. If the Sun is in conjunction with the ascendant in Aries or Scorpio 
and Mars, Saturn, andJupiter in favorable houses are in trine aspect, this 
makes tyrants-cruel, fearsome, but successful, who make their way with 
ferocious cruelty through deaths and wretched punishments of their 
victims. 

58. If the Moon is found on the ascendant, and Saturn and Jupiter on 
the descendant (the seventh house) in opposition to her, the natives will be 
stained with knowledge of hidden homicide. But if the Sun, Mars, and 
Mercury are in conjunction on the descendant, that is, in the seventh 
house, in tropical signs, the native will be a bandit drenched with human 
blood, armed for every kind of cruelty. If Saturn is found with the other 
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from' a height, or fall from horses, or be involved in similar accidents and 
lose a part of the body. 

IX 

[DEATH OF PARENTS] 

1. If anyone has the Sun badly located in his chart, or if the Sun is ruler 
of his chart, his father will die before his mother. If the Moon is in this 
condition, the mother will die first. We will explain how this comes about. 
If the ascendant is in Aries, the Sun in Aquarius, and ifSaturn is in Pisces, 
and is also the ruler of the sign the Sun is in, the native's father will die first 
because the Sun has fallen into the sign of a malevolent killer. If this 
happens to the Moon the mother will die first. 

2. If, with all located as we said, Mars is in square aspect to Saturn, the 
father will die a violent death by the order or anger of a prince. But with 
all located as we said, ifJupiter is on one of the angles, the misfortunes of 
the father are mitigated if, in a diurnal chart, Jupiter is in aspect to the 
Sun, or in a nocturnal chart, to the Moon. If what we have described 
happens to the Moon in a nocturnal chart, the mother will die first. Also 
the evils are stronger if, with all located as we said, the benefic planets are 
in dejected houses or hidden by the Sun's rays. 

3. If Mars is in square aspect or opposition to the Sun on any angle, or 
in conjunction with him, the father will die a violent death by order of the 
prince. But ifSaturn is in aspect in the same way as Mars was to the Sun in 
this position, the father will die from water, or from bodily humors, or 
from poison. If the Sun is found on the anafora of the ascendant and Mars 
is in square aspect to him, the father will die vomiting up blood. 

4. But if the Sun is' found in the sixth, third, or twelfth house, and 
malefic planets are in square aspect or conjunction with him, an evil death 
is indicated for the father. But if Saturn is in square aspect to the Sun thus 
located, or together with him, the father will die of a hidden or secret 
illness, that is, dysentery, consumption, or something of this kind. 

5. But if the Sun is on the descendant and Mars and Saturn are on the 
IMC, they affect the father in the same way. But if the Moon is in the 
condition we described for the Sun and attacked by malefic planets, the 
mother will have a similar death. In all these combinations we must 
carefully observe the influence of the benefic planets. 

6. For if Jupiter and Venus are on the angles or in favorable houses 
and in aspect to the Sun (with all else as we described), the misfortunes of 
the father are alleviated; if they aspect the Moon, of the mother. But if, 
with a helpful benefic planet located as we said, the ruler of the sign in 
which the benefic planet is found is with malefic planets or with the Sun, 
the aforesaid misfortune of the father and mother will be worse. 

7. Often when Jupiter approaches Mars or is in square aspect to him, 
death comes to the father. The same is true if Saturn is ruler of time and 
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aspects the Sun in square or opposition. If Saturn is in this situation with 
the Moon, the mother will die. This is not always the case but only when 
the arrangement of time has demanded it, according to the rulership of 
the planets which we treated before. 

8. If you wish to learn more about this matter in detail you must turn 
to my Myriogenesis, where many obscure things are discussed. If the chart 
is diurnal, count the number of signs from the Sun to the Moon, then 
begin again from the ascendant, and if the last sign is masculine the father 
will die first, if feminine, the mother. 

9. In a nocturnal chart this same thing is done in reverse. That is, 
count the signs from the Moon to the Sun and proceed as before. 

10. But ifboth the Sun and Moon are found in masculine signs and the 
ascendant is in a masculine sign, and Mars or Saturn on the MC, the father 
will die first. If the Sun, Moon, and ascendant are in feminine signs with 
Mars and Saturn on the MC, the mother will die first. This has been 
proved by us and many others; the computation we have outlined 
definitely predicts the death of parents. 

x 
[HOSTILITY TO PARENTS] 

1. IfMars or Saturn is found in the seventh house and the Sun in the 
eighth, the native will either be estranged from his father or will have 
serious quarrels with him. The same is true ifMars is on the anafora of the 
ascendant or on the anafora of the MC, also if Mars is found exactly on the 
ascendant or the MC, with the Sun on the descendant or the IMC. 

2. Ifthis combination of malefic planets occurs with the Moon instead 
of the Sun, the quarrels are stirred up with the mother, especially if 
Saturn is in aspect to the Moon. If the Sun is in the terms of Mars in a 
diurnal chart, of Saturn in a nocturnal, and Mars by day is in opposition or 
square aspect to the Sun, or Saturn the same by night, with no benefic 
planet in favorable aspect, the sons will kill their own father; if the Moon is 
found in this situation instead of the Sun, they will kill the mother. 

3. If the Sun is in the terms or houses of malefic planets in the sixth or 
twelfth house, and a malefic planet is in square aspect or opposition to the 
Sun, the children will be disinherited by their father. But if a benefic 
planet is in aspect to the Sun in any way, the severity of the father's 

I� punishment is lessened. But if the Sun is found on the anafora of the 
ascendant or in the eighth house, not only is the native disinherited by his 
father, but he will in some way waste his father's possessions. 

I 
4. If the Sun is located as we said and benefic planets are in aspect to 

him, only a few of the father's resources will,be destroyed. The Moon has 
the same effect in regard to the mother and the maternal inheritance. The 
maternal inheritance is more definitely wasted if the Moon is in the 15th 

1,1 

I� 
J 









































-
Liber Septimus 265 

terms of Venus and vice versa. But if Venus is in the terms of Mercury and 
Mercury in an alien sign or in alien terms, the natives will have a musical 
voice but will be humble or low class in some way. 

8. In all degrees observe the Part of Fortune, then the house of 
occupations if it is located on the anafora of the Part of Fortune. When 
you have found the house of occupations, observe who is the ruler of the 
sign and in what house he is located. Also inspect the ruler of the sign in 
which the Part of Fortune is, see what house he is in, whether favorably 
located, and what planets are in the sign; if both the rulers are in one 
house, see which one falls more fortunately. 

9. If they are not in the Part of Fortune, note if they are in the house of 
occupations; if they are, see which falls more favorably; if not, observe 
whether they are in aspect to the ascendant or on an angle. From this you 
will be able to determine the type of skill. 

10. If Venus is in this position she will make painters, plasterers, 
goldsmiths, silversmiths, or musicians, according to the variety of the 
signs; but Jupiter makes businessmen, farmers, money-lenders, ship­
owners, and the like, according to the variety of the signs. Mars makes 
physicians, barbers, and men who make a living from iron or fire; 
Mercury, those who carryon the business oforatory, speech, or who play 
the flute. Saturn makes hard-working dyers or sailors. These last are 
oppressed in many ways. Butall this, as we said, is according to the quality 
of the signs. 

11. I shall show briefly whether the natives will persevere in their skills. 
Note the sign Mercury is in and observe the ruler of the sign, and see ifhe 
is located well. Ifhe is located well, they continue with their skills and gain 
a profit from their own efforts. If he is badly located, they will labor at 
their skills without profit and eventually will be worn out and desert their 
occupations. 

12. My dear Mavortius, we have explained these things in detail to you 
so that all divine secrets may be clear to you. Now that these have been 
discussed the work turns to the exposition of the Sphaera Barbarica. 
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gate other peoples. But if Mars is in aspect, or Saturn, this will make 
officers, administrators or emperors, or followers of kings, to whom the 
custody of the empire and its armies are entrusted. But if this star is found 
in its setting they will be suffocated at birth. 

3. Cassiopea99 rises in the 20th degree of Aquarius. Those who are 
born when this star is rising will be goldsmiths, makers of jewelry, 
plasterers, or pearl-setters, carrying on all these arts with talent and skill. 
From their art they will earn a large income. But if this star is found in its 
setting, the natives will perish from falling ruins or from sickness. 

XVII 

PISCES 

1. Andromeda1oo rises in the twelfth degree of Pisces. Whoever is born 
with this star rising will always attack men with brutal ferocity. He will be 
either a minister of public punishment, or a jail warden, or an 
executioner. 

2. Ifboth benefic and malefic planets are in aspect, the natives will be 
in charge of work houses or mines. If this star is found in its setting and 
malefic planets are in aspect, the natives will be killed by wild beasts or 
crucified. Ifbenefic planets are also in aspect, they will be assigned to the 
gladiatorial games or be held in prison. 

3. Equus (the Horse) rises in the 21st degree of Pisces. Whoever has 
this star rising will be an especially famous charioteer, driver, horseman, 
or courier of scouts; he will not be a physician but will make medicines out 
of herbs for men and animals. But if this star is in its setting with malefic 
planets in aspect, he will be killed by kick of a hoof or a fall from an 
overturned chariot. 

4. Ingeniculus (the Kneeler, Le., Hercules) rises in the last degrees of 
Pisces. It is called in Greek Engonasis. Those who are born with this star 
rising will be wise, clever, trained in various tricks, liars who deceive 
people with different kinds of plots; they are always aggressive and 
display unbridled hostility. With aspect of Mars or the Moon they will be 
rope-dancers or tightrope walkers. Those who are born when this star is 
setting will be in danger from various plots. IfMars is in aspect they will be 
burned alive. 

5. In the last degrees of Pisces on the left side rises Belua whom the 
Greeks call Cetus (the Sea Monster). Those who are born with this star 
rising will be fishermen, but of large fish. They will catch sea-dogs, 
sword-fish, tunnies, and crocodiles. They will make a living from salt, or 
salted fish, or fish sauces. But if this star is in its setting and Mars is in 
aspect, the natives will be eaten by crocodiles while swimming in a river; or 
on land by dogs or some wild animals. 
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Aries loves Taurus, who tricks him, Gemini love Pisces, etc. Firmicus is concerned 
here only with the "seeing" relationship, and this is what he calls the antiscia (see 
Note 19). But he breaks them down to individ ual degrees. Perhaps the elimination 
ofthe 30th degree was necessary in order to pair odd numbers with odd and even 
with even-a Neo-Pythagorean idea which might have come from Nigidius 

Figulus (Bouche-LeClerq, I'Astrologie grecque, Paris 1899). In Firmicus the 
planets act through their antiscia partners just as they would in other aspectual 
relationships. It is simply as if they had been plugged into another circuit. It 
extends the possibilities of the forecasts (see Note 19). 
46. In the lengthy exposition at the end of this chapter Firmicus demonstrates 
how the use of antiscia caa change a forecast. He remarks that his patron, 
Lollianus, knows to whom the chart belongs. In 1894 Theodore Mommsen 
pointed out that this chart would fit the story ofCeionus Refus Albinus,praefectus 
urbis of the year 336/337 ("Firmicus Maternus" in Hennes, XXIX, 1894, 468-72). 
Otto Neugebauer demonstrated that the astronomical data would be suitable for 
the dates of this candidate ("The Horoscope of Ceionus Rufus Albinus," AJP, 
LXXIV, 1953, 418-20). Albinus and his father were both well-authenticated 
holders of public office and Albinus was interested in literature, as Firmicus points 
out, and was the patron of Servius, the commentator on Vergil. It had formerly 
been believed that LolIianus himself was the subject of the chart until Mommsen 
pointed out that the details would not fit. The two men would have known each 
other, however, and perhaps the fact that the career of Ceionus could not have 
been predicted without the use of antiscia had already been discussed by FiTmicus 
and his circle of friends. 
47. Haruspices are Etrusco-Roman diviners who examine the livers of sacrificed 
animals. 

Book III 

48. Firmicus claims he learned of the Throw Mundi from Petosiris and Nechepso 
to whom it had been transmitted by Aesculapius, Hanubius, and Mercury. 
Mercury here refers to Hermes Trismegistus, the name translated from the 
Egyptian "all-powerful Thoth" (the Egyptian god of learning), the supposed 
author ofa series of Hellenistic tracts known as the Hermetic Corpus. Aesculapius 
is often used for Imhotep, Egyptian sage of the Early First Kingdom, and 
Hanubius is probably Anubis, the Egyptian deity (Wilhelm and Hans Georg 
Gundel,Astrolegumena, Wiesbaden, 1966). Numerous Egyptian gods such as Isis, 
Osiris, Ammon, and Horos are mentioned as teachers of astrological lore. 

The idea of a birthday of the universe was very popular in the ancient world, 
stemming perhaps from the New Years' festivals of Egypt and Babylon. It came 
into prominence with the growing popularity of the Stoic doctrine of continual 
destruction and renewal of the world. (Note, for instance, Vergil, Georgics, II, 
336.) 

The Egyptian year began with the rising of Sothis (Sirius) in Cancer, but the 
Babylonian and Roman in the spring. From the time ofPosidonius, Aries was 
generally accepted as the first sign of the year. Eudoxus had placed the spring 
equinox in the middle of Aries; Hipparchos, who is credited with the discovery of 
the procession of the equinoxes, at the beginning. Ptolemy separated the real 















































GLOSSARY OF ASTROLOGICAL TERMS 

ABSCONSAE (Latin adjective absconsus) - Hidden, as by the Sun's rays. 
ACRONYCTAE (Greek akronyktos) - At nightfall, at sunset. 
AFANEIS (Greek aphanes) -:- Unseen. 
AGATHE TYCHE - Greek for Bona Fortuna, Good Fortune; name for the Fifth 

House. 
AGATHOS DAEMON - Greek for Bonus Daemon, Good Spirit; name for the Eleventh 

House. 
AIR SIGNS - Three of the twelve signs when they are classifieq according to the four 

elements: Gemini, Libra, Aquarius. 
AMFICYRTOUS (Greek amphikyrtos) - Convex on each side, gibbous. 
ANAFORA - The rising of a sign; the sign about to rise after the one on the 

Ascendant. Used especially of the angles. Also the name ofthe Second House, 
the one about to rise. See Book II, 17, I. 

ANATOLE - Greek for rising, Ascendant. 
ANTISCIUM. pI. ANnSCIA - Sometimes known today as Mundane Parallax. Relation 

between degrees or signs equidistant from the MC or the IMC. A rare kind of 
aspect especially favored by Firmicus, who seems to have invented this term 
for it. 

APPUCATION. APPLYING TO - Approach ofone planet toward aspect with another. In 
Firmicus, used only of the Moon. 

ASCENDANT - The degree which appears on the horizon when the birthchart is cast; 
sometimes applied to the whole rising sign. 

BENEFIC - Planets, signs, or relationships which have favorable predictions. The 
particularly benefic planets are Venus and Jupiter. 

BONA FORTUNA - Good Fortune, the name for the Fifth House. 
BONUS DAEMON - Good Spirit, the name for the Eleventh House. 
CACODAEMON (Greek Kakos Daemon) - The Malus Daemon, Evil Spirit; name for 

the Twelfth House. 
CARDO. pI. CARDINES - The angles, the four cardinal points of the astrological chart; 

sometimes the entire First, Fourth, Seventh, and Tenth Houses, known as the 
Ascendant, Mid-Heaven (Medium Caelum), Descendant, and Nadir (Imum 
Caelum). 

CATAFORA - Point or house risen before the point or house on the Ascendant. 
CENODROMON (Greek kenodromon) - Running through a vacuum. Used in Firmicus 

for the Moon moving toward or applying to nothing. 
CHART - The astrological map of the Heavens taken at the moment of birth; 

nativity, geniture. Today sometimes known as the horoscope. 
CHRONOCRATOR (Greek chronokrator) - Ruler of Time. Each of the planets 

controls a certain period of time in a subject'S (native's) life. In a diurnal chart, 
the Sun rules the first span and passes the rulership to the other planets in 
turn. In a nocturnal chart, the Moon does the same. See Book IV, 20, 2. 

CONDInON - Quality ofbeing diurnal or nocturnal. Planets follow the condition of 
the Sun or the Moon in being either diurnal or nocturnal. 

CONJUNCTION - Relationship of planets very close together. Strictly speaking, they 
should occupy the same degree. Today a distance of seven degrees is usually 
accepted. 

DAEMON - See Bonus and Malus Daemon.� 
DEA - Goddess; name for the Third House.� 
DEBIUTY - Fall; the opposite of Exaltation.� 
DECAN - A subdivision of signs. Each sign has three decans often degrees each. See� 

Book II, 4. 
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